Sept 26, 2000

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS PROCEEDINGS
Of the Board of Public Works of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the council room on September 26, 2000.

Joe Perkins called the meeting to order at 3:04 PM.

Committee members present:  Joe Perkins, Bill McBain, Leon Namtzu, Terry Staroba and Barb Revak.  Mayor Corcilius absent.

Visitors present:  Marvel Cole, Grace Kielsmeier, Janet Krucky, John Iverson, Attorney Bilz, Sheila Stickley.

Public Comment

Bill McBain commented on the good job that Johnson Gravel and Crushing appear to be doing.

Joe Perkins stated that they couldn’t approve the minutes because it is not on the agenda.

Burn Barrel Permit

Janet Krucky handed out copies of an article in the NW Regional Planning Commission newsletter.  The article was about the toxins in the air that come from burn barrels and how they are contaminating the lakes in our area.

Bill McBain asked Attorney Bilz what changes he made to the permit.  Attorney Bilz replied he hadn’t made any because he was waiting for direction from the committee.  He needed to know what they wanted and what they didn’t want.

Janet Krucky stated she would like the proposed permit form to state burning of paper & cardboard but not plastics, if that is possible.

There was some discussion on different items like taking out the part about burning grass and brush.  

Bill McBain thinks the only way to get out of this is to have no burning at all.  The noxious odor part is a judgment call.  The ordinance should state what is best for the community not just the neighbors that are complaining.  Attorney Bilz stated there needs to be a balancing in the Ordinance.  Janet Krucky would like the permit to state that you can only burn when it is calm, so the smoke goes straight up.  Bill McBain stated that in his experiences the air is the calmest at 6:00 AM and 6:00 PM.

The permit should be for the whole year, not end when there is snow on the ground.

Bill McBain wants to open up the discussion of burn barrels at the Common Council meeting to get more people involved.  Joe Perkins thinks we should formulate something and then bring it to the Common Council.

It was mentioned that this doesn’t take care of wood stoves but that is a different issue and should be handled separately.

Sheila Stickley wanted to know if this could be put on a ballot and voted on.

Bill McBain suggested using the word poisonous instead of noxious.  Attorney Bilz stated the city would need a chemist to determine if the odors were poisonous.  This could get to be very involved.  Bill said the word noxious sounds unpleasant but the word poisonous sounds dangerous.

As Joe Perkins is reading the burning permit, the following changes were suggested.

1. $10.00 annual permit fee

2. Burning allowed between 6:00 PM and 9:00 PM instead of midnight

3. Put in “dry” brush and take out grass and other vegetation

4. Burning allowed when the wind is “calm”

5. In bold caps YOU MUST ATTEND THE FIRE AT ALL TIMES.
6. Permit valid until Dec 31 of year of issuance

7. Take out campfires in 8-B and incorporate it into #2

8. Take out 8-C

9. Take out all of 9.

Bill McBain still thinks we need input from more people.  Joe stated this would happen at the public hearing.

Mickey Peterson attended the meeting at 3:35 PM

Leo Namtzu mentioned if the citizens have to purchase a burning permit then the City of Phillips would have a record of who can burn.  Attorney Bilz feels that this will also make the citizens who are burning more aware of what they can and cannot do.

Attorney Bilz will redraft the burning permit and present it at the next BPW meeting for review.

Janet Krucky and Mickey Peterson left the meeting at 3:55 PM.

Reroofing Bid

One bid was received for the reroofing of the city garage.

Squeaks Carpentry & Construction

New steel with insulation

$27,748.90

New steel w/o insulation

$12,428.90

Joe Perkins made a motion to reject this bid.  Seconded by Bill McBain.  CARRIED

It was decided to re-advertise next year.  It is getting too late in the year to do it now.  Make sure to advertise in the Western Builder next time.

Electrical Outlets Downtown Area

Sheila Stickley from the Phillips Chamber of Commerce stated that during the Fall Festival, when they have crafters set up downtown, there is a problem with electrical outlets.  She wanted to know if the city could fix this problem.  Joe Perkins said the wiring to the lights downtown is not heavy enough to handle electrical appliances and such.  On the big poles the outlets are only big enough to handle Christmas lights.  Terry will have Schilling Electric check to see if maybe on the north end of town, by Belan Realty, the wire is heavier.  If so, some outlets could be attached to the poles for handling the craft shows.  Sheila just wanted to make sure the Common Council was made aware of this problem.

Update on Water Wells Project

John Iverson states that things are working well with the chemical feed pumps.  He didn’t get a chance to ask John Martwick about the spare meter.  All three pumps are up & running and John Martwick is very pleased according to Terry Staroba.  Everything is being monitored very well.  Continue to hold the Springlake check until John Martwick says he has the spare meter.

Update on STP Improvements Projects

Haven’t heard anything from Kaempfer & Assoc.

Update on Year 2001 Budget

Joe Perkins said it would cost about $400 in labor costs to replace all the bulbs in the streetlights.

Add $700 for the cost of the bulbs.

Terry stated he needed to budget $13,000 in 2001 for the crushing job by Johnson Gravel & Crushing.

The utilities line items were increased by 40% to reflect the increase in gas prices for the next year.

Put $5,000 in the streets capital outlay line for reroofing the garage next year.  This will be added to the $18,500 that was budgeted in 2000.

Add $23,400 for the demolition of the Old High/Middle School just in case things fall through with Al Stolen.

Departmental Update

Terry states the crushing job being done by Johnson Gravel & Crushing will be done today.  The City of Phillips saved about $15,000 by having it done now.

Invoices Review and Payment Recommendation

Invoices presented were

Kaempfer & Associates


$5,000     Total

Ayres & Associates



$5381.41  Total

Bill McBain made a motion to pay bills as presented.  Seconded by Leo Namtzu.  CARRIED

The next BPW meeting is scheduled for Oct 31, 2000 at 3:00 PM

Motion to adjourn made by Bill McBain.  Seconded by Leo Namtzu.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 5:02 PM
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