February 12, 2003


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Of the Board of Public Works of the City of Phillips at a special meeting held in the council room on February 12, 2003.

Leon Namtzu called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM.

Committee members present: Mayor Boho, Leon Namtzu and Elvis Presley. Committee members absent: Jeffrey Fahl, and Edward Lasee.

Visitors present: Terry Staroba, Barb Revak, John Martwick, Todd Toelle, Lonn Franson, Chris Kaempfer and City Attorney Bruce Marshall.


Mayor Boho appointed Elvis Presley to the Board of Public Works Committee as a stand in for today’s meeting.

Public Comment

NONE

Briefing and Update of Notice of Non-Compliance WWTP

DNR Environmental Engineer, Mr. Franson, gave a briefing on the non-compliant issues at the WWTP.

1. Copper levels high

2. Sludge issues

3. Phosphorus violations

4. Inflow/Infiltration

Mr. Franson asked Mr. Kaempfer to explain the mechanical issues.

Mr. Kaempfer:  The operators at the WWTP need to prepare a punch list of all the issues at the plant.  This is a new facility and the operators need to learn how to make certain adjustments.  Chris is aware of issues at the plant and his company is trying to get them resolved.  These issues are not between the City of Phillips and Kaempfer; they are between Kaempfer and the contractors/suppliers.  Chris wanted to make sure that the Board knew that they are not backing away from the problems, but are having a hard time with the suppliers.  As far as the heater situation goes, the old system produced more sludge, which in turn produced heat.  The new system produces less sludge and less heat.  They believe this issue is resolved.

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works: The new sludge storage tank is frozen and non-usable.  The treatment plant is running without it.  If the new system is designed to create less sludge and the old tank was big enough before and they aren’t even using the new tank now why did we need the new tank?

Mr. Franson:  The new WWTP was designed with a 20-year plan to handle future growth.

Mr. Staroba:  Are there other open tanks in Northern Wisconsin that are not frozen.

Mr. Kaempfer:  Yes.  Most tanks are open and no problems with freezing.  There are some issues that weren’t considered.

Mr. Namtzu:  Fill the open tank and if it freezes then use the smaller tank.  If the big tank freezes will it pop?

Mr. Kaempfer:  No that should not be a problem.

Mr. Franson:  The DNR is here to help the City of Phillips and I do not believe the City got stuck with a lemon.

Mr. Namtzu:  Are there other facilities like ours?

Mr. Kaempfer:  Portage has one like the City of Phillips.  There are other plants that use biological but not exactly like the City of Phillips.

Mr. Franson:  I will not close out the CWF until the City of Phillips has signed off on the project.

Mr. Franson:

1. Phosphorus:  limits are high

a. Need bugs to eat

b. Need to house and feed bugs

2. Two Primary Causes

a. Inflow/Infiltration problems

i. Too much clean water washes out the bugs and affects the phosphorus levels.   What has been done and will continue to be done to fix this problem.  This information was given to Mr. Franson.

b. Whole Effluent Toxicity

i. Check for toxicity by checking fish and organisms in the water close to the plant.

ii. Things went haywire in the fall of 2002.  Copper levels were spiking, failures at the treatment plant, toxic in the effluent; something was getting in the treatment plant.

Mr. Namtzu:  How do we find out who is dumping something they shouldn’t be dumping?

Mr. Franson:  I want to let you know the three steps of enforcement.

1. Notice of Non-Compliance

2. Notice of Violation

3. Referral to the Department of Justice

As long as the City of Phillips is putting forth a good faith effort it probably won’t go beyond the Notice of Non-Compliance.

Mr. Franson would like the City of Phillips to implement a Pre-Treatment Plan.

1. Summarize all industrial sources.

2. Inspect industrial sources.

3. Request Material Safety Data Sheets.

4. Update Ordinance.

There are experts that can help the City with the Pre-Treatment Program.  Mr. Franson will get more information of where the City of Phillips can go for help.  The problems at the WWTP are not due to bad operation or bad design but more with toxicity levels.  Mr. Franson does not want the WWTP to start using chemicals, he wants them to fix the toxicity problem.

Mr. Franson asks that the City of Phillips respond with a plan or program to him by March 31, 2003.  This will show him that the City of Phillips is willing to work with him.

Mayor Boho:  What do we tell the citizens of Phillips when they ask about why the WWTP isn’t working.

Mr. Franson:  Things aren’t exactly working right but it can be fixed.

Mr. Marshall:  Where would be a good source for administrative code information?

Mr. Franson:  Jim Hanson in the Park Falls DNR office.

Mr. Franson left the 

meeting @ 4:40PM

Mr. Kaempfer left the

Meeting @ 4:40 PM

Handicap Parking-Counseling & Development Center, Inc.

Motion by Mr. Presley, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to table until the city parking lot is completed.  Carried

Sump Pump Replacement Invoice-Marion DeLasky

Mrs. Revak, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, reported that during an inspection of Mrs. DeLasky’s basement by Mike Longfield, WWTP operator, it was noted that she had two sump pumps and they were both working.

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Presley to recommend to the Common Council to deny Ms. DeLasky’s request for payment to Johnson’s Hardware for the purchase and installation costs to replace a sump pump.  Carried

Motion by Mr. Presley, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to adjourn.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 4:42 PM
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