June 23, 2003


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Of the Board of Public Works of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the council room on June 23, 2003.

Mr. Namtzu called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Committee members present: Mayor Boho, Leon Namtzu, Jeffrey Fahl, and Patti Wenzel.

Visitors present: Terry Staroba, Barb Revak and John Iverson.

Public Comment

Mr. Staroba:  Mr. Middleton, owner of Ridgewood Estates Mobile Home Park, has requested the city install a street light at the intersection of North Minnow Lake Road and a private road.  The City of Phillips policy is to only install streetlights at city intersections and if the City of Phillips installs a streetlight at that intersection it may open up an issue for other people to put in the same request.  Mr. Middleton is going to install streetlights on all of his private streets and was requesting the City of Phillips only pay for one.  If Mr. Middleton puts in an official request for this it will be put on the BPW agenda.

Mrs. Wenzel:  I would like to see the City of Phillips have a beautification certificate that could be awarded to a city resident that keeps their property looking nice.

Put City of Phillips Beautification Certificate on the next BPW agenda

Mayor Boho:  I received a couple of phone calls.

1. Why weren’t the cross walks over by the Hwy 13 and Cty H intersection painted?  Mr. Staroba:  We ran out of paint.

2. Are the new sirens installed?  Mr. Staroba:  A new electrical line needs to be installed out at the airport and it could take as long as 30 days.  Mr. Staroba is going to help speed up the process by having the city crew do some of the work.

The papers were signed for the sale of the old city hall.  Some issues needed to be ironed out as far as removal of certain items.

Put moving the steam engine on the next BPW meeting.

Mr. Fahl:  Who is in charge of maintaining Elk Lake Park?  Mr. Staroba:  Department of Public Works.  Mr. Fahl:  The area under the swings needs to be attended to before someone gets hurt.  Also received a phone call on the City Beach concerning dog droppings.  Mr. Staroba:  A citizen raked and cleaned that all up on her own time.  Mrs. Wenzel:  Who was it because a thank-you letter should be sent to her.  Mr. Staroba:  I don’t know her name.  Mayor Boho will write a letter and put it in the Bee thanking the unknown citizen for her volunteered service.

Review Minutes of Meeting Held on May 20, 2003

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to approve the minutes of the meeting held on May 20, 2003.  Carried.

Credit on W/S Bills for Water Lost Through Evaporation

Mr. Namtzu:  With the additional costs to run the treatment plant I don’t feel the Utility Department can afford it.

Mrs. Wenzel:  This would definitely open up a can of worms.  We would have all kinds of businesses and citizens coming in and asking for the same credit.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Fahl to not consider issuing a credit on water/sewer bills for evaporation.  Carried

Mileage Marker at Elk Lake Park

Mr. Staroba told the Price County Health Department Community Needs Assessment Sub-Committee Member, Janet Weber, to go ahead and put the mileage marker sign up.  The only thing Mr. Staroba was concerned with was making sure they knew where the electric wires were buried.

Relocation of Crosswalk

Mr. Namtzu knows someone in Rhinelander who works for the DOT that he is going to talk to about this issue.  The idea of placing the crosswalk over by Carlson’s Bait Shop is no longer a good idea.  The new plan is to place the crosswalk on the north end of the block where the Court House is located, coming across to Express Mart.  Mr. Namtzu would like to figure out a way for Mr. Belan to have a parking space.  This parking space would have a 15-minute parking limit.

Rehabilitation of Thermostats-Municipal Center

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Revak explained that Mr. Kerner, maintenance, has repaired the thermostats in the Municipal Center as much as he can.  Mr. Kerner feels he won’t be able to get replacement parts anymore because the thermostats were installed in 1956.  Mr. Kerner would like permission to get an estimate on replacing them.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to have Mr. Kerner get an estimate on replacing the thermostats in the Municipal Center Building.  Carried

Review Invoices Presented for Payment

Invoices for Blue Iris and Kaempfer & Associates seemed ok to pay, but the invoice for the fire sirens should be held until they are installed.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Revak stated she would enter it for the next check run but not send it out until approval was received from Mr. Staroba.

Next BPW Meeting

July 21, 2003 at 7:00PM

Patchwork on Flambeau Avenue

Mrs. Wenzel was concerned that the City put money into patching Flambeau Ave. and then the County crew came along and ground it all off.  Mr. Staroba checked with Mr. Knaack, County Highway Commissioner, and was told that the county needed the road put back to it’s original state so when they ground off a layer of black top it would all be the same height and thickness.  According to Mr. Knaack, when the county puts on the new layer it needs to have black top and not gravel so the new layer will stick.  Doug Hick will be paying for the patching that was done in front of his residence not the City of Phillips.

Briefing by Ayres Associates – John Iverson

Mr. Iverson:  Mr. Lamoreaux requested city maps for the emergency plan and those have been delivered.  Mr. Staroba needed maps for the inflow and infiltration problems at the WWTP and those have been delivered.  As far as he knows there aren’t any grants available for the Argyle Project at this time.  If the City of Phillips decides to go ahead with the project just let him know.  Bob Brown met with Fire Chief Pisca on the remodeling of the Fire Hall and they will be drawing up the plans.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to adjourn.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM
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