August 25, 2003


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

PERSONNEL-BUDGET-FINANCE COMMITTEE

Of the Board of Public Works and Personnel-Budget-finance Committee of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the council room on August 25, 2003.

Mr. Fahl called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Committee members present: Mayor Boho, Jeffrey Fahl, Leon Namtzu and Ted Kempkes.  Committee members absent:  Patti Wenzel.

Visitors present: Terry Staroba, Barb Revak, John Iverson, John Martwick, Bill West, Donna Hrabak, Wyatt Hrabak, Joe Wolf, Dana Wolf, Mike Henningfeld, Joel Karnick, Mike Schneider, Penny Schneider

Public Comment

None

Review Minutes of Meetings Held on July 21 and July 30, 2003

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 21 and July 30, 2003.  Carried.

Set Meeting Date for September, 2003

September 29, 2003 at 7:00 PM

Acceptance of Streets in the Four Seasons Subdivision

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works, wanted to make sure the committee was aware of an issue before these streets are officially accepted.  Last year the sewer on Log Cabin Lane froze up and the cost to open it up was $3,000.  There were some problems with the furnace pump and condensation building up and running into the sewer line along with the cold winter.  Mr. Staroba wanted to make sure that when the city officially accepts the streets and water/sewer lines, a stipulation be placed in the contract regarding this issue and if it happens again, Four Seasons would be responsible for correcting the problem.  Mr. Henningfeld, representing Four Seasons Development, stated the issues have been corrected and there will be one year warranty from the date of completion of the development.  Mr. Henningfeld requested speed limit signs of 15mph instead of 25mph.  Mr. Namtzu stated that they would not be enforceable and he should just go with the 25m/h speed limit signs.

Fred Krenzke attended

the meeting at 7:10 PM

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl to recommend to the Common Council to accept the Four Seasons Development streets and water/sewer utility lines as city property when the project is completed and Mr. Henningfeld should have the paper work ready for the Common Council meeting on September 9, 2003.  Carried

Grant Application Originator Elk Lake Park Pavilion

Mr. Wolf contacted the DNR, Pat Svaboda, and was told the Grant has to be applied for by the City of Phillips, not the Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Wolf stated they would do all the leg work but requested the city to be the responsible party for the grant and the monitoring of it.  Mr. Kempkes stated he had written one in the past and all they had to do was have the city sign the application.  Mayor Boho will be the authorized signature.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to recommend to the Common Council to allow the Phillips Chamber of Commerce to write the application for the City of Phillips and have the Mayor as the authorized signature.  Carried

Joe Wolf left the

meeting at 7:20 PM

Dana Wolf left the

meeting at 7:20 PM

Submission of Application to DOT – Closing Linden Street

Mr. Fahl:  The application is to request the Department of Transportation to do a study on Linden Street and give approval to close Linden Street.  The cost at this time would be $110.00.

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl to proceed with filling out the application to the Department of Transportation and send it to Rhinelander for the study of and possible closing of Linden Street.  Carried

Request for Easement-Mike Schneider

Mr. Schneider is requesting an easement through city owned property to his property.  The access would be off of Princeton Valley Lane.  Mr. Fahl informed Mr. Schneider that the Board of Public Works would have to review the situation and get back to him.

Weed-Grass Cutting-Wyatt & Donna Hrabak

Mr. Hrabak: This property is zoned A-1 and back in the 80’s when his Stepfather, Mr. Hanish owned the property he had a garden on it.  There was a lot of water run off from city property after the City Garage was built which flooded the garden and Mr. Hanish couldn’t grow anything in it any more.  It came real close to being a legal battle.  Mr. Hanish had requested a ditch be installed to handle the runoff to keep it out of his garden.  Then in the Mid-80’s, when Michels did some work for the Price County Telephone Company they tore it all up.  When Mr. Hrabak stressed the issue of them fixing the damage that was done it took three years.  The heavy equipment kept getting buried and they finally had to give up.  Mr. Hrabak feels this land can’t be mowed due to the wet land.  Mayor Boho:  I offered to mow the land for free but after taking a look at it I won’t take my lawn mower in there.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Revak:  I requested this issue be placed on the agenda as a matter of concern.  After talking to the Hrabak’s, Chairman Fahl and looking around the city I feel there should be exceptions to this ordinance, a change, or a policy adopted.  There are a lot of properties in the city limits that aren’t mowed and shouldn’t have to be.  Mr. Kempkes: This ordinance should deal with people’s lawns, not just any property.  Mr. Henningfeld:  In regards to the Four Seasons Development, we have planted trees and are planning on letting the land grow into forest property.

Other property that was mentioned was NTC, along the railroad tracks, across the street from Hrabak’s.  Mrs. Hrabak gave Mayor Boho a list of property that she noticed where the grass was over 6” high.

Mayor Boho:  I will work on this issue with ordinance 8.6(3) at the Ad-Hoc Committee meeting and change the ordinance.

Someone could talk to Fire Chief Pisca about a controlled burning.

Wyatt Hrabak, Donna Hrabak and Mike Henningfeld

left the meeting at 7:45 PM

Review of Phosphorus Limit Consideration-WWTP

Mr. West suggested the City of Phillips go with 8mg/liter & 1#/day and an 8mg/liter surcharge that would be deferrable.  The draft already has this in it but Mr. West is asking approval to put this in the ordinance.

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl approving Mr. West’s recommendation of 8mg/liter and 1#/day with a surcharge to be determined for total phosphorus which will become part of the sewer ordinance.  Carried

Relocation of Steam Engine

Mayor Boho took a poll and Bostrom Park seemed to be the place that most people wanted to see the Steam Engine moved to.  Francis and Emil Foytik donated the Steam Engine and have offered to build a shelter over it.  Mr. Staroba, Department of Public Works said he would have his crew put down a cement slab for it and move it.  Mr. Staroba will also talk to the Chamber of Commerce about placing it next to their building and where they think the best location would be.  Mayor Boho will talk to Foytik’s about building a shelter.

Put this on the BPW agenda as an action item for the August 29, 2003 meeting.

Pedestrian crossing safety – Joel Karnick

Mr. Karnick is a business owner in the City of Phillips and is concerned about pedestrian safety in regards to crossing the street.  He was almost hit once and sees a lot of elderly people having a hard time crossing the street.  He would like to see either flashing yellow lights or stop lights in town to allow for safe crossing at designated crosswalks.  Mr. Karnick stated he would be willing to do what ever he could to help.

Mayor Boho:  I had to wait 10 min. to cross in the cross walk.  We need to teach people to cross in the cross walk and not the middle of the block.

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works:  Officer Lobermeier talked to him about signs that are spring loaded and can be placed in the middle of the street at cross walks to alert people.  They are made of rubber and collapse if hit but then spring back.

Mr. Karnick would like to see the city think in long terms and not short terms.

Mr. Kempkes suggested Mr. Karnick contact Rhinelander DOT to see what could be done in the City of Phillips to help pedestrians cross safely.

Joel Karnick left

the meeting at 8:15 PM

Begin Review of Draft Sewer Use Ordinance

Mr. West:

1. Approve Draft Language

2. Discussion of Questions by the end of September

3. Re-Draft

We should do a detail review of the draft ordinance at the Sept 29, 2003 BPW meeting.  Two weeks later near Mid-October he would have the second draft ready.  All industry and Food Services should be invited to a meeting in case they have any questions on the new ordinance.

Mr. West and Mr. Martwick

left the meeting at 8:25 PM

Department Invoice Review

Invoices and comments:

Sherwin Industries


$22,500.00
Pay $10,000 towards Super Shot 125

Sherwin industries


       840.00
Pay $840 for supplies

Northway Communications 
      240.00
Pay $240 for services requested on new

fire siren

Blue Iris Environmental, Inc.
    6,257.40
Pay $6,257.40 for contracted services

Kaempfer & Associates, Inc.
       212.72
Pay $212.72 for contracted services

Kaempfer & Associates, Inc
       531.53
Pay $531.53 for contracted services

Budget Parameters, 2004 Budget

Mr. Kempkes: We need to discuss the following.

1. Insurance premiums

2. Minimum number of employees needed in each department

3. Crossing Guard

Mr. Kempkes would like to see the full Common Council involved in the Budget Process instead of just the Personnel -Budget-Finance Committee.

A preliminary budget expense request should be prepared for the Sept. 29 meeting with 0% raise.

Mr. Kempkes would like the insurance companies contacted for projected increases for the year 2004.

Motion by Mr. Kempkes, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to convene into closed session. Authority: Wisconsin State Statute l9.85 (l) (c).  Committee members voting aye: Mr. Fahl, Mr. Namtzu and Mr. Kempkes. Committee members voting nay: None. Carried.

Convened into closed session at 8:55 PM.

Others invited in:  Mayor Boho, Terry Staroba and Barb Revak.

Motion by Mr. Kempkes, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to reconvene into open session. Authority: Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 (2). Committee members voting aye: Mr. Fahl, Mr. Namtzu and Mr. Kempkes. Committee members voting nay: None. Carried.

Reconvened into open session at 8:58 PM.

Visitors Present:  Mayor Boho, Terry Staroba, and Barb Revak.

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl to accept Brian Kerner as a full time employee of the City of Phillips and inform the Common Council.  Carried

Motion by Mr. Namtzu to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM

Attest: ______________________
      


Deputy Clerk/Treasurer


CC:
City File


Common Council

Mayor Boho


Terry Staroba

Barb Revak


The Bee-Meredith Hueckman

