August 27, 2003


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Of the Board of Public Works at a special meeting held in the council room on August 27, 2003.

Mr. Fahl called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

Committee members present: Jeffrey Fahl, Leon Namtzu and Patti Wenzel.

Visitors present: Mayor Boho, Terry Staroba, Barb Revak, Meredith Hueckman, John Martwick, Lonn Franson, Jim Hanson, Chris Kaempfer, Ken Neu and Bill West.

Public Comment

Mayor Boho talked to Fire Chief Pisca and he had a whole bunch of reasons as to why he doesn’t think the Fire Department should burn grass on personal property.

Briefing on Current Operations at the WWTP

Mr. Franson-Wastewater Engineer-DNR:  The City of Phillips has done a good job, Kaempfer & Associates, Inc. has done a good job and the City of Phillips made a good choice when they hired Bill West.  Things are moving along and I am pleased with the progress that has been made.  There has been a lot going on with different issues that needed to be addressed.  The sewer use ordinance will be the City of Phillips responsibility to enforce to help protect utility investment.  Bill West has a good handle on things and has some good recommendations.  I am not going to push the City of Phillips to work quickly and I am not going to do any enforcement at this time.  What has been done to this point is good and time is needed to see if the WWTP will work properly.  The inflow/infiltration problem is being addressed with an action plan that Terry Staroba has for monitoring.  I am not going to ask the City of Phillips to install chemical treatment at this time, however if the plant is still not working properly in a year I will ask that a chemical treatment be installed.  It would be a good idea to have Kaempfer & Associates Inc. do a pilot study to determine if chemical treatment would work to reduce the phosphorous levels and how much it would cost to install.  

Mr. Neu:  Is there a possibility of beefing up additional phosphorous?

Mr. Franson:  I would like the existing consultant to continue.

Mr. West:  We are getting 50% of the phosphorous.

Mr. Staroba:  Give us time before the pilot study.  I have faith in what we are doing and I believe it will work.

Mr. Kaempfer:  I am concerned that we won’t get all the toxic out.

Mr. Franson:  I am not going to close out the Clean Water Fund yet.  There is about $45,000 that can still be used.  There is no rush to close it out.  There needs to be a sludge operation plan so John & Todd know how to operate the plant properly so there won’t be any freezing.  Kaempfer & Associates will address this issue.  Septic Receiving Station-The pumps are not adequate enough to handle what Kelly’s Septic Service is bringing in.  A bigger pump and 4” pipe needs to be installed along with a straining basket to catch the bigger rocks.  This straining basket should be the dumpers responsibility to clean.  A timer could be set to pump 200 gals at a time.  The cost should be low.

Mayor Boho:  I would like to thank everyone for coming and working with the City of Phillips to correct the problems.

Mr. Hanson:  The sewer use ordinance is very important and the City of Phillips needs to make sure it is enforced and monitored.  The City of Phillips needs to get the industries involved in the ordinance so they understand the importance of it.

Mr. Fahl:  All the industries and food service businesses will be invited to the Sept 29, meeting to get their input and answer any questions they may have.

Meredith Hueckman and Lonn Franson

left the meeting at 7:47 PM

Ken Neu, John Martwick, Jim Hanson,

Bill West and Chris Kaempfer

left the meeting at 7:49 PM

Site Relocation of Steam Engine

Mr. Staroba:  The cement slab has been poured and we are ready to move the steam engine.  Do we have to sand blast to clean it before it is painted?

Mayor Boho:  Joe Fojtik would like the City of Phillips to get cost estimates on the following items:  Four posts, metal roof and four trusses.  Terry, maybe you could handle that.  They also wanted to know what color the roof should be.

Mrs. Wenzel:  Because we are putting it by the Phillips Chamber of Commerce building and it has a green roof, I would think the shelter roof should be green.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to approve moving the old Steam Engine currently located on the corner of Balsam St. and State Hwy 13 to south of the Phillips Chamber of Commerce building located at 305 S. Lake Ave.  Carried

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM
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