City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Board of Public Works

To Be Held in the Council Room

May 3, 2005 at 4:00 PM

Mayor: Joseph S. Boho

Committee members:  Jeffrey Fahl, Patti Wenzel and Linda Johnson

Department Head:  Terry L. Staroba

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer:  Barbara D. Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer).

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Jeffrey Fahl ___ Patti Wenzel ___ Linda Johnson ___

Mayor Joseph S. Boho ___

3. Set next month meeting date and time.  June 7, 2005 4:00 PM

4. Public Comment

5. Motion to accept and/or amend minutes of meeting held on April 5, 2005

6. Dismissal of sidewalk snow removal bill received from the City of Phillips by Nancy Exner

7. Fire Siren Position and Location – Chip Mullineaux (Northway Communications).

8. Recommend purchasing banners to assist acoustics in Municipal Building – Chuck Regner

9. Road easement for Hillcrest Road north to State Hwy 13 – Phillips Business Park.

10. Disucssion on George Peroutka water/sewer bill.

11. Set policy for charging for broken freeze plates.

12. Discussion/Action on Towing Contract.

13. Malfunctioning Furnace-A/C unit at the WWTP

14. Discussion/Action on Argyle Avenue Project.

15. Discussion/Action on Elk Lake Park Pavilion project.

a. Updated detailed project cost from Ayres.

b. Specific location of building in park.

c. Start fundraising effort to cover city’s share.

16. Discussion/Action on outdoor furnaces in the city limits.

17. Discussion/Action on hiring part-time summer help.

18. Discussion on restrooms downtown for public use.

19. Review invoices.

20. Department updates.

21. Adjournment

Agenda Approved By __________________________

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

1.
Of the Board of Public Works at a regular meeting held in the council room on May 3, 2005.

2.
Chairman Fahl called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Committee members present: Jeffrey Fahl, and Charles Peterson.  Absent:  Linda Johnson

Others present: Mayor Boho, Terry Staroba, Barb Revak, Chuck Regner, George Peroutka, Grace Olson, Chip Mullineaux and John Iverson.

3.
Next BPW Meeting will be held on June 7, 2005 at 5:00 PM.

4.
Public Comment 
Grace Olson, residing at 136 N Argyle Ave.:  There is a tree affecting the sewer and would like the City of Phillips to remove it.  Mayor Boho instructed Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works, to contact the Tree Committee about the removal of said tree.  If the Tree Committee has any problems they are to contact Mayor Boho.

5.
Review Minutes of Meetings Held on April 5, 2005:

Motion to accept the minutes will be postponed until the next meeting.

6.
Dismissal of sidewalk snow removal bill:

Mr. Staroba’s explanation of the bill received by Nancy Exner was as follows:  The sidewalk is 100’ long with a driveway in the middle of it.  The School District of Phillips piled snow on the end of the sidewalk by their property and then the wind drifted it.  That portion of sidewalk had not been cleaned in quite some time, therefore when the Phillips Police Department notified the Department of Public Works to clean it they did.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mr. Peterson to let the bill for $50.00 received by Nancy Exner to stand as is.  Carried

7.
Fire Siren Position and Location.

Mr. Mullineaux presented a map showing the two sirens with the radius of sound travel.  The sirens may not be in the best spot.  Mr. Mullineaux explained that a lot of communities use them as storm warning sirens and don’t blow them for fires because in this day and age the firemen have radios to notify them of a fire.

Mayor Boho stated he thought the sirens had to be blown so the citizens were aware of possible danger.

Mr. Mullineaux suggested the sirens be blown one day a week, Wednesday, between April 1 and September 30 for testing and then only when there is severe weather.  If the people aren’t used to hearing it, when it does go off it will draw their attention.

Mr. Staroba will contact Fire Chief Pisca to set the siren for testing and storm warning.

Mr. Mullineaux also suggests the City of Phillips put a notice in the paper so the public is aware of the changes.

Motion by Mr. Peterson, seconded by Mr. Fahl to recommend to the Common Council that sirens be used for weather alert only and tested between April 1 and Sept 30 on Wednesday at 12:00 Noon.  Carried

Chip Mullineaux left

the meeting at 4:40 PM

8.
Municipal Building Acoustics:
Mr. Regner contacted Don Smiths Sales for some pricing on material to make the banners.  The prices varied depending on the type of material.  It was mentioned that the Ladies Auxiliary could maybe make them.

Mayor Boho will contact Joe’s Music in Ladysmith to see if he has any suggestions.

Put this on the agenda for the meeting on June 7, 2005.

Chuck Regner left

the meeting at 4:50 PM

9.
Road easement for Hillcrest Road north to State Hwy 13 Phillips Business Park.

Put this on the agenda for the June 7, 2005 meeting.

10. & 11.
Discussion on George Peroutka water/sewer bill and set policy for broken freeze plates.
Mr. Peroutka would like the Board of Public Works to reconsider the charges for the broken freeze plate at his mother’s residence located at 295 S. Avon Ave.  He realizes now that he should have had the water disconnected in the winter.  There is heat in the house and he checked on it every day.  He turned the bill into his insurance company and they won’t cover it.

Mr. Peterson verified he saw Mr. Peroutka’s vehicle at that address a lot.  The house was being checked on.

Mr. Staroba stated that most of the time when a freeze plate breaks it blows the whole plate out and water doesn’t go through the meter.  In this case it must have been a partial freeze so the plate broke in a way that allowed the water to go through the meter.

Mr. Peroutka wanted to know what would have happened if the plate had broken all the way off and the water had not gone through his meter?

Mr. Fahl explained how they came up with the amount to charge.  PSC rules on what the city charges for water leaks and a percentage was calculated to figure out what to charge on the sewer portion.

Mayor Boho suggested a $350 charge for a broken freeze plate and that it should average out between those that use more and those that use less, those where the water goes through the sewer and those where the water does not.

Motion by Mr. Peterson, seconded by Mr. Fahl to recommend to the Common Council to set the fee for a broken freeze plate at a charge of $350 including the disputed bill by Mr. Peroutka.  Carried

Mr. Peroutka left

the meeting at 5:15 PM

12.
Towing Contract.

Put this on the Council Agenda for the May 10, 2005 meeting.

13.
Malfunctioning Furnace – A/C unit at the WWTP.


Mr. Martwick was not at the meeting.

14.
Argyle Avenue Project.

Mr. Staroba stated the boring had begun and should be finished by the end of the week.  Some of Argyle Avenue won’t need as much base and some will need more.  The test will be sent out for analyzing.

Mr. Iverson said it is hard to calculate engineering costs on a percentage basis and it could hurt the city in the long run.  Construction costs vary depending on what they run into.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mr. Peterson to recommend to the Common Council to accept the agreement for Professional Services from Ayres Associates presented to the Common Council on April 12, 2005.  Carried

Add to the Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee meeting:  Discussion on financing major capital project.

15.
Elk Lake Park Pavilion Project

a. Discussion on project costs and grant.

b. Suggestion to move the pavilion closer to the snowmobile trail and parking area.

c. Mr. Fahl talked with Mrs. LaChance and she suggested not doing any fund raising until the City of Phillips knows it has received the grant.  One possible idea would be to sell cement blocks at a Tier level.  People could purchase one to put the name of a loved one on it, a business or personal name.

16.
Outdoor Furnaces in the City Limits
Mr. Fahl did some research and found that some cities have an ordinance on the height of the chimney.  This needs to be checked into further before making a decision.

17.
Part-Time Summer Help
Mr. Staroba requested he be allowed to hire a summer helper.  He explained that one of his crew was injured and has been on Workman’s Comp for over 3 months.  There is money in his budget that was not paid to the injured employee.

Motion by Mr. Peterson, seconded by Mr. Fahl to allow Mr. Staroba to hire a summer helper at 9.00/hr if it will not push the DPW salary budget over.  Carried

18.
Downtown Restrooms
Mayor Boho received a letter about businesses not letting customers use their bathrooms and sending them to other businesses.  He will talk to the City Attorney to see if there is a law mandating businesses have public restrooms and if not if the City of Phillips can create an ordinance mandating businesses have public restrooms.

16.
Review Invoices:


Miller Bradford
$55,250.00
Snowblower

14.
Department Updates
Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works, informed the Board of a water issue on Highway 13.

Motion by Mr. Peterson, seconded by Mr. Fahl to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM

Attest: 
     Barbara D. Revak


Deputy Clerk/Treasurer


CC:
City File

Common Council

Mayor Boho

Terry Staroba

Barb Revak

