City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of Board of Public Works

Municipal Building:  Council Room

174 S Eyder Avenue

Tuesday August 4, 2009 

5:00 p.m.

Mayor:  Jeffrey V. Fahl

Committee members:  Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson, Frank Crepinsek

Department Head: Terry Staroba

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Barbara D. Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

Linda Johnson___Charles Peterson___Frank Crepinsek___

Mayor Jeff Fahl___

3. Set next month’s meeting date and time:  September 1, 2009 at 5 p.m.?

4. Motion to accept/amend minutes of 7/7/2009 
5. Public Comment

6. Patrick Beringer – DNR Wildlife – Phillips Deer Management Plan

7. Patrick Beringer – DNR Wildlife – Osprey nest in Memorial Field

8. Tree City USA recognition & tree committee updates

9. Library Roof – update

10. Skate Park Repairs and Maintenance

11. Pavilion update:  restrooms & toilet replacement

12. Business Enterprise Center/HWY13 intersection Update

13. Vanchena – road & update

14. Alley Adjacent to Phillips Service Center/fence update

15. Log Jam 2010

16. Budget updates 2009/2010

17. Public Works Director Job Description

18. Department updates 

19.  Adjournment

Meeting Minutes

Board of Public Works

August 4, 2009

Chair Linda Johnson called to meeting of the Phillips Board of Public Works to order at 5:00 p.m.

Present:  Linda Johnson, Chuck Peterson, Frank Crepinsek, Mayor Fahl, Terry Staroba, Bronson Thalacker, Mike Stoffel, Patrick Beringer and Mary Willett.

Peterson/Crepinsek motioned to approve the minutes as presented for the 7/7/09 meeting.  Carried.

Following a discussion of the deer management plan with DNR Wildlife Manager Patrick Beringer, the committee decided it would really like to open up some private property for the city’s archery deer hunt season.  Mayor Fahl brought forward The City of Grantsburg, Wisconsin forms as an example to follow.  Mr. Beringer commented that a check off list would benefit the city in its acceptance/denial of private property for hunting, and volunteered to assist the city in this regard by working on one and sending it down to the clerk.  Mr. Beringer gave the committee direction and good points to follow.  The city’s season would commence with the DNR bow season, but would extend to the end of January 2010.  The deer management plan will need to reflect this change.

An ad will be placed in the paper for two weeks to elicit private property hunting applications.

Recently the osprey nest in Memorial Field caused one of the elevated light groups to catch on fire.  The babies in the nest were killed and the damage has been turned over to the city’s property insurance.  Strand Electric from Park Falls submitted the bid to do the repairs.  Wildlife Manager Patrick Beringer discussed possible options working with the DNR to try to get the osprey to relocate from the top of the lights.  There is a possibility that the osprey may move to one of the other lights rather than make a nest on the provided platform.  This year, the nest was moved before the osprey arrived in hopes that the osprey would relocate to one of the existing platforms instead of the lights.  However, the osprey rebuilt the nest on the same lights.  Mr. Beringer volunteered to supply a platform to place at the top of the lights, elevated above where the nests have been built the past few years.  Some have placed flags – showing movement – and others an uneven base – to discourage osprey nest formation. The city would need to have someone install the platform.

Johnson/Crepinsek motioned to authorize Terry Staroba to coordinate with Pat Beringer and Strand Electric to install the platform on the light tower where the osprey has consistently built a nest when the lights are repaired to try to deter the nesting on the lights.  Carried.

No response was received from Chair Linda Windmoeller though an agenda with the tree committee line item was emailed to her.  An email was received from Marjory Brzeskiewicz regarding the tree committee.  Chuck Peterson said that he has approached 3-4 people who he thought would like to be on the tree committee but none of them would commit.  The committee decided to have the clerk place an ad for two weeks in the paper to elicit some people to serve on the tree committee.

Mike Stoffel commented on the request for GPS location for the trees in the city.  He said that GPS information adds no value unless you have a GIS mapping database to insert the tree locations into, noting that since the City only has a right-of-way map, a comprehensive listing of the trees is more functional that the actual GPS location of the trees.

Clerk Willett explained the sequence of events that led to the purchase of a drill and screws for the skate park.  On a Wednesday evening, Chief Sonntag closed the skate park due to the safety concerns with nailed popped up on the equipment.  Chief called Todd and Pam Toelle, the only known contacts for the skate park association, and let them know the park was closed, unsafe and needed to be cleaned up.  Todd and Pam came and cleaned up the park and removed the garbage that night. After work on Thursday Todd came to the clerk’s office and expressed a need to purchase some screws for the park and a drill (the drill owned by the skate park was no longer working).  Clerk Willett told Todd Toelle that the city had an account at Ace Hardware.  Subsequently Todd Toelle did make the equipment safer again.  Public Works did not want to allocate funds from the Recreation fund for the drill.  The Municipal Building is in need of a drill and can utilize it at City Hall.  The city filed for property coverage for the park after the fire occurred.  The Toelles assisted in the acquisition of $10,000 of replaced equipment and fencing from that incident.  The original committee that worked with the city is no longer viable.

Chuck Peterson noted that the gate was supposed to be locked to the park and never has been.

Chair Johnson asked that Todd and Pam Toelle be invited to the next BPW meeting to discuss the skate park’s status and needs.

Mike Stoffel said that the replacement toilets have been ordered and will be installed as soon as they are in.  

Mike Stoffel also reported that the offers for the real estate needed for the highway intersection for the Business Park have been sent by certified mail and the offer will expire on October 2, 2009.  The city’s offer is only for what is necessary to do the road from both Moritz parcels and the economic remnant for about $27,000.  Mike also had Bella Moritz’ house and entire property and Cathy Moritz’ entire property appraised while they were there at Moritz’ request, should they offer to sell the City the entire property instead of just what is needed for the roadway.

Terry Staroba said that the monitoring signs for the video surveillance cameras have been installed at the pavilion.

The Business Enterprise Center is progressing very well except for the connection to the sewer lateral in the roadway.  Director Staroba relayed to the committee how he explained that the cut into the road for the connection to the sewer lateral could not be done on a Friday – that he would need to be there and that a permit was required.  He further explained that the city is very exact on the compaction requirements and the base needed to be in the roadway.  When he came to work on Monday, the cut and connection had already occurred.  Though they will be blacktopping the road and entrance when completed, the roadway preparation and compaction is very important to the city.  Terry Staroba will follow up with City Attorney Bruce Marshall and Rick Roeser from NWRP to have the cut reopened to ensure the proper fill, compaction and join to the lateral was completed to the City’s specs.

Terry Staroba reported that Nick Vanchena had his operator’s pop in the road for him to get to the gravel pit and that is it just beautiful.  He is recommending that the City refund the $1,000 Nike paid for us to put in the road.  Peterson/Crepinsek motioned to refund the $1,000 to Nick Vanchena as recommended by Public Works Director Terry Staroba.  Carried.

Terry Staroba also reported that the alley work adjacent to Phillips Service Center is completely finished.  The gravel and the guard rail and installed and completed. 

Terry Staroba stated that Phillips Service Center still wants to install an East-West fence that would be between their property and the Millers (who operate a wreath business seasonally).  That would be a totally separate project and would require the building permit required for all fences in the City of Phillips for $50.

Terry Staroba stated that the crew has installed the no parking signs on the south side of Shaw Street.

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer

