City of Phillips’ 
Committee of the Whole  - AMENDED 1/31/11
 Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

Tuesday February 1, 2011

5:30 p.m.

Mayor:  Jeffrey V. Fahl

Committee Members: Jayson Reinke, Laddy Hlavacek, Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson, Dorothy Hanish, Scott Holoubek.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Department Heads:  Public Works–Bronson Thalacker; Police–David Sonntag; Fire-Jim Pisca; Library–Rebecca Smith; Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:  Jeffrey Fahl ___, Laddy Hlavacek___ , Jayson Reinke ___,  Linda Johnson  ___ ,Charles Peterson ___,  Dorothy Hanish ___, Scott Holoubek___.

Public Comment 

DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

General-Mayor

1. Set next month’s meeting date and time:  March 1, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.
2. Comprehensive Plan contract with NWRPC.
3. City updates.
Board of Public Works/Recreation-Johnson
4. NTC rental rate for usage of municipal building for training. 
5. Experience Works – Frank Vlach
6. Heritage House geo thermal well exception.

7. Recreation Plan – C.O.W. meeting Feb 15th @ 5:30
8. ATV maps-ordinance.

9. Parking at Elk Lake Park for Soccer Parents and kids.

10. Hwy 13 road access to business park project.

11. Public Works & Water/Sewer updates:
Public Safety-Hlavacek
12. Ordinance adopting §101.123 banning smoking in public places & places of employment.

13. Fire Department updates

14. Police Department Updates.
Licensing
15. Room Tax issues.

16. Mobile Home Park Licenses

17. Chestnut Street Roadhouse update
18. Motion to recommend approval for the issuance of a Class “B” beer and “Class C” wine license to Marie Spanjer for her business Marie’s on Fayette.

Personnel/Budget/Finance-Reinke
19. Part-time employee hours - insurance limit.
20. 2010 Budget review.

21. Seller’s Permit/Transient Merchant Ordinance.

22. Records retention policy.

23. Adjournment

Meeting Minutes

Committee of the Whole

Tuesday February 1, 2011

Mayor Fahl called the meeting of the Phillips Committee of the Whole to order at 5:30 p.m.

Present:  Jeffrey Fahl, Laddy Hlavacek, Jayson Reinke, Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson, Dorothy Hanish, Scott Holoubek, Barb Revak, Bruce Marshall, Jim Pisca, Bronson Thalacker, Jeff Williams, Mike Stoffel, Mike & Marie Spanjer, John Vlach.

Public Comment

None

General - Mayor
Next meeting was set for Tuesday March 1, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.

Comprehensive Plan contract with NWRPC for $31,159 from 12/1/10 – 2/1/12.  The city budget $22,000 with a grant of $10,000.

Johnson/Hanish motioned to recommend to the Common Council to approve the contract with NWRPC for the Comprehensive Planning Project.  Carried
Board of Public Works/Recreation-Johnson
NTC rental rate for usage of municipal building for training.  This would save the city travel time for the Police Department.  We may also get a reduced fee for the officers.  The rate they were quoted was $200 a day which included a $50 security deposit.  The non profit not charging fee is $75 which includes a $50 security deposit.  This could benefit the City is a reduced fee was charged plus no travel time.  Maybe for the time that they train our people we could charge a reduced rate.  The training would be done partly at the NTC class room and partly the drill floor.  Put this on the agenda for the Council meeting.

Frank Vlach will be done with experienced works in June.  Bronson and Jeff Williams both feel that hiring Frank on by the City would be well worth the money.  It would cost the city approximately $10,000 a year for wages and benefits.  Is this in Bronson’s budget?  If he can do this without going over budget then don’t see a problem with it.  This doesn’t have to be decided tonight.  Put this back on the agenda for next month.

Licensing
Background check came back good.

Hlavacek/Peterson motioned to recommend to the Common Council to approval the issuance of a Class “B” beer and “Class C” wine license to Marie Spanjer for her business Marie’s on Fayette.  Carried

Board of Public Works/Recreation-Johnson
A possible purchaser of Heritage House Apartments is requesting permission to drill Geo Thermal wells for heating the building.  City attorney Marshall states that there is no permission needed from the City of Phillips.  This is not a well for water consumption so no need for any permits.

Recreation Plan meeting date.  Linda will check with Mike to see if he has any dates open the week of the 22nd.  Put this on the Council Agenda.

ATV maps.  Open up all the streets then no map required.  Then if it didn’t work then you could pick your routes.  Park Falls has enforcement issues.  People take it too far by not obeying the speed limits and going down hwy 13.  ATV clubs would be responsible for signage.  Are we going to ask for public input?  Open the closest way from you house to the trail is not available for ATV’s like it is for Snowmobiles.  Do we need to ask the clubs if they want to put up signs on all the streets?  The cities routes would be open all year round for people who want to take it down to the lake for ice fishing etc.

City attorney Marshall received a map on the RR easement and they are saying that 30’ from the center line of the main line is the easement from H up to Beebe Street.  At that point it drops down to 25’.  From Fifield Street north it is 100’.  Nobody is requiring the City to put up a fence.  The City is trying to find away to stop people from parking on the side of Highway 13 and Price Electric parking lot.

Highway 13 project – Mike Stoffel has nothing to report.  The invoice on hold from the council meeting was explained and a motion made.

Hanish/Peterson motioned to release the payment to Ayres Associates.  Carried

Updates:  Working with DNR with our discharge permit; keeping up with the snow removal; the Water department is doing good.  The loader needs repairs.  This will need to get replaced soon.  Bronson is to start looking at prices.

Public Safety - Hlavacek
Discussion on how by adopting the states ordinance then if there are any violations the city can right under the city ordinance and keep more of the fine money.  Also is the state repeals it’s ordinance the original city ordinance will remain in effect for no smoking in restaurants.
Holoubek/Peterson motioned to recommend to the Common Council to send the ordinance adopting §101.123 banning smoking in public places & places of employment to public hearing next month. Carried
Pisca: just about through with all the updates for his radios, still researching the replacement of the fire truck.  Reinke:  there are different municipal loan or lease options out there.  When Jim gets a more reliable quote we can work out the details.  The city needs to start thinking about raising the rent for the ambulance.  Probably have about 1/3 down.  Barb will find out how much it cost to heat the building.

Hlavacek read the police chief’s reports on the number of arrests.  Questions on why there are four different call numbers for the same event.  Discussion on snow shoveling.

20 years ago today Ron Clapero started with the City of Phillips.

Licensing
Room tax issues – There is a business that hasn’t paid its room tax for the last couple of quarters.  We have the right to audit there stuff and we have the right to have the Department of Revenue to audit their books.  What if someone in the community like a banker talks to them to see if they could get them to pay up.  Table until next month

Peterson/Hlavacek motioned to recommend to the Common Council to issue the Mobile Home Park Licenses.  Carried
Chestnut Street Roadhouse’s Liquor license has been pulled due to a lien from a vendor.  Pricilla Swartout was in and it looks like she may be getting the business back.

Personnel/Budget/Finance-Reinke
There was more discussion on part time employees and health insurance.  The city has to offer health insurance to any employee who works 1440 hours or more in a year but don’t have to offer it at the same rate as the full time employees.  The city does have to offer to pay at least 50% of the premium.  If they sign a waiver have extenuating circumstances can come onto our plan at any time.  Holoubek wanted to know if there was a time frame on the waiver as far as changing so the city would have time to budget.  Kaye was hired with no benefits and that’s the way it needs to stay per Johnson.

2010 budget review.   Discussion on the budget status and whether we should do a budget amendment or not.  The auditors will reflect the departments that are over.

The transient merchant ordinance was not ready because a sample that City Attorney Marshall received needs to be put into language for the City of Phillips language.

Records retention policy was not done because the County is going through that right now and we are piggy backing the Counties.

Doing committee updates at Council.

Meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.
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City Clerk-Treasurer
