City of Phillips’ 
Committee of the Whole

 Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

August 1, 2013
5:30 p.m.

Mayor:  Charles Peterson
Committee Members: Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper, John Vlach, Linda Johnson, Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Department Heads:  Public Works–Bronson Thalacker; Police–David Sonntag; Fire-Jim Pisca; Library–Rebecca Smith; Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

City Council members present may also represent a quorum of any Committee or Board of the City Council listed below and, as such, may proceed to meet and conduct business as listed under that Committee or Board portion of the agenda below, if the full City Council doesn’t have sufficient members present to satisfy quorum requirements to enable it to meet as the Committee of the Whole. 

Following the opening of the meeting, the Council will convene into closed session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(1)(e), to discuss collective bargaining negotiation strategy.

Call to Order (presiding officer) Time:  _________

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:  Chuck Peterson ___, Jerry Clark___ , Richard Heitkemper ___,Linda Johnson ___, John Vlach___, Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.

Public Comment 

DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

General-Mayor/Clerk
1. Set next month’s meeting date and time:  Tuesday September 3, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.
2. Motion to approve the minutes from July 2, 2013 meeting.
3. Mayor updates.
4. Clerk updates.
a. Building inspector needed.

b. Reduced rate for semiannual rental for Life Line Screening.

Board of Public Works/Recreation – Johnson/Spacek
5. TID funds - Amend districts

6. Genie Lift

7. Campground updates.
a. Dump station clean up.

8. Public Works & Water/Sewer updates:
Public Safety - Vlach
9. Fire Department updates.
a. Fire Ad hoc Committee

10. Police Department Updates.
a. Emergency Vehicle Authorization
Licensing/Permits – Hanish
Personnel/Budget/Finance – Clark
11. 2014 Budgets

12. Convene into closed session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(1) (e).  Jerry Clark___, Richard Heitkemper___, Linda Johnson ___, John Vlach__, Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.
13. Reconvene into open session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(2).   Jerry Clark___, Richard Heitkemper___, Linda Johnson ___, John Vlach__, Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.
14. Action on the subject matter of the closed session.
Legal
15. Adjournment:  Time:  ____________

Meeting Minutes

Committee of the Whole

August 1, 2013
Mayor Peterson called the meeting of to order at 5:30 p.m.

Present:  Charles Peterson, Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper, Linda Johnson, Jordan Spacek, Bruce Marshall, Barb Revak, Stephanie Daniels, Jeff Williams, David Sonntag, Mike Stoffel, Mike Hauschild, Ken Neubauer and Becky Smith
Public Comment

Ken Neuhauser talked about Hilgy’s Gas business again and is looking for more info on regulations and codes.  He is concerned about the safety and well being of the residence in the area.  City Attorney Marshall responded by stating that Hilgy’s is licensed and regulated by the state.  It would be the department of Licensing and regulation.  Jeff Williams states that these inspections are annual.
General - Mayor

Next meeting was set for September 3, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.

Johnson/Heitkemper motioned to approve the minutes as presented from July 2, 2013 meeting.  Carried
Mayor updates:  Big water main break.  This needs to be fixed and probably should have been fixed years ago.  Business Park, everything is falling into place for the new sign that is going to go up.  DOT is ok with everything.
Clerk updates:  Revak requests the city have a building inspector.  She would like to advertise and have them tell the City what they can do for us.  He/She would be an independent contractor.  The city needs to be careful and put this out for bids. Currently new buildings need to go through the state inspector and this wouldn’t change except the cities building inspector would be state certified.  Clark questions if this done on every building permit it would cost the citizens more money on little projects?  The current cutoff for permits is at $500 and this would need to be adjusted also.  Will inspector be certified in all aspects, Mike Stoffel?  There was more discussion on how and what to put in the ad.  Mike Stoffel pointed us in the direction of Baldwin for research.  Clark would like this to be only for electrical and plumbing.  Sonntag stated examples of where houses were hazardous and people got hurt. This was put on hold at this time.
Life Line Screening would like a reduced rate because they are renting this twice a year.  They also offered free screening.  They can’t offer free services and we denied this last time and should deny it again.

Board of Public Works/Recreation-Johnson

TID funds – Amend Districts:  Mike Stoffel presented the proforma from Baird showing the funds coming in and going out.  The drafts are done but waiting for Allison from Quarles and Brady to comment on them.  Mike explained the proforma to the council members. There was much discussion on these proforma’s.  The city will need to go in the hole to come out good at the end when these TIF’s will be closed.
Genie Lift:  Williams talked with Machinery Hills about this Genie Lift.  He needs to know as soon as possible because he has another guy interested in this piece of equipment.  Mayor asked if there was funding in this year’s budget to pay for this.  Heitkemper would like to see them look in more than one place.  This is definitely needed but would like them to look around more.

Spacek/Heitkemper motioned to move forward with more info on the purchase of a lift and put this on the Common Council agenda for consideration.  Carried
Campground Updates:  Variance was received.  The holding tank variance is waiting for the tank to be installed.  The DHS department will give the permits to operate as soon as the variances are granted.  Sidewalk is done, bid is out for bulldozing.  Can late fees be charged for not being done on time?  It would be hard to collect when there isn’t hardship.  Discussion on bulldozing being done that originally was going to be done by the city; however, the man power just isn’t enough.  There are about 4 different possibilities for the dump stations.  These were discussed.  Clark likes honor based dumping and put up cameras and it will be across from the police station.  Going with page number 2 design.
Water main break pipe is behind the shop with three holes about the size of a fist.  The water tower was almost drained.  This whole line needs to be replaced and has been added to the list of projects for the TID amendment.  Water was coming up about 3 to 4 feet above the surface.
Public Works updates:    Shifting top soil,  mowing come to hault need rain,
Public Safety - Vlach
Fire Department updates:   Had an Ad Hoc committee meeting.  Changes about when the bills need to be paid.  They wanted the city to do the individual billing and they were told that was a no go.  Pisca told Heitkemper that he has a special agreement with Price Electric for billing them direct and is going to try to do an agreement with Xcel energy.  A working fire will still get billed to the townships.
Police Department updates: 
Department of Justice came in and did an inspection on the interview rooms however they city doesn’t have a room to do the child interviews.  Per Sonntag the Department of Justice gave Price County and the City of Phillips a grant to build a dedicated room to conduct child interviews.  There have been probably a dozen child sex crimes.  The Police Department interview room is currently being used by Park Falls, Price County and Human Services.  Sonntag had a request in the past for expanding his space into the rifle range.  He states there is an overflow that is not properly secured.  He is asking to bring is department into one area and move the girl scouts to the back.  Johnson wanted to know what the difference is between child and adult interview rooms.  She was told in a child’s room you get down on the floor so you are at their level.  Heitkemper would like to see Price County, Human Services and City Police sitting at this table together to come up with a common plan.  Sonntag would like the city to take on the stand to have it here because they already have one.  Department of Justice is dictating that this area needs a child’s interview room and this is a combined grant for Price County.  Mayor agrees with Heitkemper about getting all Price County together to come up with a common place.  Per Sonntag the City is higher than Price County as far as Sexual Assaults go.  He would like to sit down with the Council about the changing dynamics in our community and how to handle this.  By the time the committee gets to the Police nobody seems to want to listen.  He would like to schedule time to talk to them.
Authorization of a personal vehicle as emergency vehicle:  Sonntag states he has lights and a siren.  He quoted §340.01 and asked for authorization to continue to use his truck as an emergency vehicle because he does respond to calls from his house.  Marshall question’s insurance issues and this needs to be addressed.  The police department is short a vehicle right now so we should authorize him to use his personal vehicle as an emergency vehicle at this point in time.  
Clark/Spacek motioned to temporarily allow Sonntag to use his personal vehicle as a squad.  Carried



July

YTD

2013

206

1422
2012

165

1248
Licensing - Hanish
Personnel/Budget/Finance-Reinke

2014 Budget:

Library is asking for a 2.6% increase.  She does more business than any other library in price county for less and she realizes she is not going to get is all but would like to work with them.  What % is the city asking for? Mayor states we are about $17,000 in the whole.
Clerk has numbers in for city hall and municipal building.  No other numbers are in the budget.

Convene into closed session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(1) (e).  Jerry Clark-aye, Richard Heitkemper-aye, Linda Johnson-aye, John Vlach-abs, Dorothy Hanish-abs, Jordan Spacek-aye.  Carried  7:37pm
Reconvene into open session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(2).   Jerry Clark-aye, Richard Heitkemper-aye, Linda Johnson-aye, John Vlach-abs, Dorothy Hanish-abs, Jordan Spacek-aye.  Carried  8:01pm
Legal
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. 
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City Clerk-Treasurer
