City of Phillips
Committee of the Whole

 Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

May 6, 2014
5:30 p.m.

Mayor:  Charles Peterson
Committee Members: Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper, John Vlach, Linda Johnson, Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Department Heads:  Public Works–Bronson Thalacker; Police-Lieutenant Hauschild; Fire-Jim Pisca; Library–Rebecca Smith; Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

City Council members present may also represent a quorum of any Committee or Board of the City Council listed below and, as such, may proceed to meet and conduct business as listed under that Committee or Board portion of the agenda below, if the full City Council doesn’t have sufficient members present to satisfy quorum requirements to enable it to meet as the Committee of the Whole. 

Call to Order (presiding officer) Time:  _________

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:  Chuck Peterson ___, Jerry Clark___ , Richard Heitkemper ___,Linda Johnson ___, John Vlach___, Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.

Public Comment 

DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

General-Mayor/Clerk
1. Set next month’s meeting date and time:  Tuesday June 3, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.
2. Motion to approve the minutes from March 31, 2014 meeting.
3. Mayor updates.
4. Clerk updates.
a. Insurance claim disallowance – Fromolz and Hershey
b. Motion recommending to the Common Council to increase the limit for capitalizing purchases from $1,000 to $5,000.

Board of Public Works/Recreation – Johnson/Spacek
5. Motion declaring an emergency due to both RBC’s at the Waste Water Treatment Plant going down at the same time and costing approximately $250,000 which the city does not have in the budget nor the funding to pay for the needed repairs.

6. Phillips Plating – Darin Baratka

a. Well #5

b. Adaptive Management Approach

7. Water Credit for Commercial usage not entering sewer system – Doug Rasmussen 

8. 2014 Streets Plans, Bids etc.
a. Considering/Awarding Bids

b. Up dates
9. Campground charges, opening date, etc.
10. Public Works & Water/Sewer updates:
Public Safety - Vlach
11. Fire Department updates:
a. Fire Alarms - Private & Industrial False Alarms.

b. Set charging system for false alarms.

12. Police Department Updates.
Licensing/Permits – Hanish
Personnel/Budget/Finance – Clark
Legal
13. Detachment from the City of Phillips.
City Council

14. Council Update:

15. Adjournment:  Time:  ____________

Committee of the Whole

Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2014
Mayor Peterson called the meeting of the Committee of the Whole to order at 5:30 p.m.

Present:  Charles Peterson, Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper, Linda Johnson, John Vlach, Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek, Bruce Marshall, Barb Revak, Bronson Thalacker, Michael Hauschild, Stephanie Daniels, Mike Stoffel, Darin Baratka, Doug Rasmussen, Ken Neu, Roxanne Kahan, Neil and Linda Hertig.
Public Comment

Ken Neu addressed the Committee with information on treating waste at the treatment plant.  It is a new way of doing things.  He dropped off material and stated he would be willing to help if the city needed it in the future.

General - Mayor

Next meeting was set for June 3, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.

Hanish/Johnson motioned to approve the minutes as presented from March 31, 2014 meeting.  Carried
Mayor updates:
Mayor Peterson would like to proclaim a special day for Carl Marschke.  This will be put on the Council agenda.
Clerk updates:  
Johnson/Hanish motioned to recommend to the Common Council to accept the insurance companies recommendation and disallow the claims by Fromolz and Hershey.  Carried
Clark/Spacek motioned to recommend to the Common Council to increase the limit for capitalizing purchases from $1,000 to $5,000.  Carried
Board of Public Works/Recreation-Johnson

Vlach/Heitkemper made a motion recommending to the Common Council to declare an emergency due to both RBC’s at the Waste Water Treatment Plant going down at the same time and costing approximately $250,000 which the city does not have in the budget nor the funding to pay for the needed repairs. Carried

Phillips Plating-Darin Baratka:  Discussion about well #5.  Darin Baratka brought in filters showing the committee the difference between when well #5 runs and is shut down.  There is a high level of manganese in well #5 and by shutting it down it reduces the problems he has at the Phillips Plating plant.
Director Thalacker checked with the DNR and has received permission to keep well #5 off line as long as the exercise it as required to make it available in case of an emergency.
Doug Rasmussen requested from the Committee a watering credit for his local business.  He stated that the water he uses for repairs to boat motors doesn’t go down the sewer and was told that residents get a watering credit for water their lawns in the summer was hoping he could get the same.
Clerk Revak explained to Doug that Director Thalacker could have a deduct meter put on to meter the amount of water used for motor repairs for a cost of 78.89 and the amount of credit he would get would be $11.52.  Revak also stated that restaurants have requested this in the past and so have Laundromats.

Heitkemper ask about the quality of water that was being disposed of on the ground.  He wanted to make sure that there was no oil or gas mixed in it.  Doug assured him there was not.

Hanish/Heitkemper motioned to recommend to the Common Council to disallow sewer credits for Commercial or Industrial unless a deduct meter is being used.  Carried

2014 Street Project bids were discussed.  Mike Stoffel explained to the committee that even though a bid comes in low the city can reject it for good cause.  Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC came in with the low bid.  Mike did some background checks and found that it is a young company with good references.  The Bid Bond was not signed by Jake’s but it was signed by the bonding company.  Mike feels this may just be an oversight.

Heitkemper/Spacek motioned to award the bid to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC contingent on the signing of the Bid Bond.  Carried

Campground updates and issues:

Revak asked what the charges are going to be, what an expected opening date would be and mentioned that the city should put in gravel pads.  Linda Hertig from the Forestry Department was present and when asked stated that Solberg Lake Campground charges $25 for a site with electric.  I was agreed that would be a good price.  The opening date would depend on the dump station and due to the street construction that is going to delay the opening unless Solberg will allow the City to use their dump station temporarily.

Spacek/Hanish motioned to recommend to the Common Council to direct Thalacker to have gravel pads installed at the Chain-O-Lakes Campground.  Carried

Public Works updates:
Thalacker reported that the cost to the City for the water freeze ups is approximately $61,500.  This does not include the April water loss.  There may be some funding the city could get to reimburse for most of these costs.
Summer help they have Casey Williams back and Nate Erickson.

Public Safety - Vlach
Fire Department updates:  Jim was unavailable.  Put this on the Council agenda
Police Department updates: Hauschild
Total calls for April 158 calls last year 193 calls
Total calls YTD 686 calls last year 840 calls.
Taking part in the Click it or Ticket.  Take part in possibly winning $4,000 grant.

Skippy Pilch stopped in to drop off a schedule and the police department will be directing for the Memorial Day parade.

Adam Spears is in charge of the triathlon.  The triathlon and antique tracker show is on same day.  Last year they shut down Hwy H and the tractor show people weren’t real happy. Hauschild will be sitting down with Adam and Mr. Janacek coming up with the safest way possible and the least amount of traffic congestion.

Licensing - Hanish
Personnel/Budget/Finance-Reinke

Legal
Neil Hertig and his wife would like their 40 acre piece of property detached from the City.  It adjoins the town of Elk and Worcester.  Worcester has no problem with them annexing into their township.  This property can never be developed according to the DNR.
Clark/Heitkemper motioned to recommend to the Common Council to direct Attorney Bruce Marshall to include this property in with the Janko public hearing.  Carried

Council Update: Only questions or comments are that Heitkemper is getting questions as to when the hearing is going to be for the David Sonntag Complaint.

Clark motioned to adjourn at 6:53 pm. 
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City Clerk-Treasurer
