Common Council Meeting

 Council Room, Municipal Hall

174 S Eyder Avenue

Tuesday October 9, 2007 

7:00 PM
Amended Agenda

Mayor, Jeffrey V. Fahl

Council Members: Wards 1 & 2 Jayson Reinke, Laddy Hlavacek; Wards 3 & 4 - Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson; Ward 5 – Elvis Presley, Dorothy Hanish.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall; David Deda

Public Works – Terry Staroba; Police – David Sonntag; Library – John Hendricks 
Administration – Mary M. Willett.
This meeting is held in compliance with the Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.
This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees
1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law
c. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call:  Jeffrey Fahl ___Laddy Hlavacek___ Jayson Reinke ___ Linda Johnson ___ Charles Peterson ___ Elvis Presley ___Dorothy Hanish ___.
3. Public Comment

4. Approval/Correction of September 11& 25 ,2007 Council Meeting Minutes
5. Payment of vouchers in the total amount of $203,802.24.
6. Amendment – processing fee for the TID’s – Robert Baird
7. Paul Heidenreich- water problems & possible resolutions
8. Committee Reports
9. Recommendation from Planning Commission for a zoning change from R1 to C1(m) commercial motels and tourist home for Charlotte A. Brendel:  316 North Lake Avenue.
10. Resolution #1091 Recommendation to the State regarding law enforcement and fire department personnel.
11. Resolution #1092 Recommendation to the Price County Board highlighting the very positive work of Jeff Hein in his position, requesting his position stay with the Health Department
12. Elk Lake Pavilion updates (change order).
13.  Adjournment

                                                                                                              Tuesday October 9, 2007                            
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

………of the Common Council of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the Council Room of Municipal Hall on October 9, 2007.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Fahl at 7:03 P.M.  Those present included:

1st Aldermanic District:  Jayson Reinke and Laddy Hlavacek
2nd Aldermanic District:  Linda Johnson and Charles Peterson

3rd Aldermanic District:   Elvis Presley

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Mary M. Willett

Also present at the meeting were: David Sonntag, Terry Staroba, Bronson Thalacker, John Hendricks and Patti Wenzel.

Hlavacek/Johnson motioned to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2007 meeting, 

(after the resolution numbers were corrected)and the minutes of the September 25, 2007 meeting.  Carried.
Presley/Reinke motioned to allocate $203,802.24 for the payment of the vouchers as recommended by the Personnel-Budget-Finance committee.  Carried.

Johnson/Reinke motioned to hire Robert W. Baird & Co., Inc. to perform the TID amendments and all of the required duties inherent with the process and to authorize Mayor Fahl to sign the contract with them for $10,000.  On a voice vote, the motion carried 3-2, with Mr. Presley and Mr. Hlavacek dissenting.

Presley/Peterson motioned to approve of the zoning change for the property at 316 North Lake Avenue from R-1 residential to C-1(m) commercial motels and tourist home as requested by Charlotte A. Brendel and recommended by the Planning Commission.  Carried.

Hlavacek/Peterson motioned to approve and adopt Resolution #1091.  Carried.
RESOLUTION #1091 OPPOSING A PROVISION OF THE STATE BUDGET BILL AT SECTIONS 2666f. AND 2679i. WHICH WOULD REDUCE LOCAL CITIZEN CONTROL OVER POLICE AND FIRE PERSONNEL THROUGH NON-PARTISAN POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSIONS.

           WHEREAS, proposed legislation, unrelated to any state fiscal priorities, was inserted into the Budget Bill as Sections 2666f and 2679i pages 829 & 830 and page 1667 of both the State Senate and the State Assembly versions of the Wisconsin State Budget Bill, without an independent hearing to receive public comments and a full discussion; and

WHEREAS, a change in law and procedures of this importance and tenure deserves a full, independent hearing to allow for an open and fair discussion of its merits and flaws; and

WHEREAS, current Wisconsin §62.13(5) allows local governments to appoint 5 citizens to a non-partisan police and fire commission charged with the duty to impartially review citizen and chief complaints against police and fire personnel; and

WHEREAS, local control over police and fire personnel is critical to maintaining a high-quality protective service force committed to providing excellent public service; and


WHEREAS, this proposed state legislation weakens local control, provides redundant hearing opportunities for officers charged with misconduct, lengthens an already adequate judicial appeal procedure, and restricts municipal bargaining authority; and


WHEREAS, this proposed legislation, unrelated to any state fiscal priorities, was inserted into the Budget Bill without an independent hearing to receive public comments and without a specific floor debate to allow open discussion of its merits and flaws which is counter to our principles of open and clean government free from excessive special-interest influence; and


WHEREAS, the City Council believes local elected officials, chiefs, and citizens should have the ability to address specific community needs and concerns regarding police and fire personnel performance, and these critical issues should not be decided by un-elected, unaccountable, and unknown state arbitrators; and


WHEREAS, police and fire commissions already provide police and fire personnel with an impartial, fair, and prompt due process hearing that is open to public scrutiny and subject to judicial review while, conversely, the proposed legislation would insert the option of a second hearing before a labor arbitrator and would eliminate the finality and significance of the PFC determination, cause delay, and add substantial litigation and personnel costs, therefore rendering it more difficult to discipline or discharge the very few rogue officers for the good of the service and the public it serves.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Phillips’ City Council and the Phillips’ Public Safety Committee and the City of Phillips’ Administrative staff strongly oppose 2666f. and 2679i., pages 829 & 830 and page 1667 in both the State Senate and the State Assembly versions of the State Budget Bill and any similar alteration of current Wisconsin §62.13(5) that inserts state labor arbitration into the present exemplary system of local control through non-partisan citizen appointees serving on police and fire commissions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk-Treasurer of Phillips, Wisconsin, forward a copy of this resolution to Governor Doyle, State Senator Decker and State Representative Williams.

Presley/Reinke motioned to adopt Resolution #1092.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #1092 SUPPORTING THE LOCATION OF PRICE COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  WITHIN THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF PRICE COUNTY


WHEREAS, there has been a proposed change to move Price County Emergency Management from it’s current committee under the Health Committee to the Law Enforcement Committee; and


WHEREAS, the current Emergency Management Coordinator, Jeff Hein, has made great strides in improving inter-governmental communications and emergency response readiness between emergency responders within and throughout Price County; and


WHEREAS, the City of Phillips and the City of Phillips’  emergency responders have a vested interest in the vital training and improved communications that have directly resulted because the efforts of Jeff Hein under the current legislative bodies and the Health Department; and

WHEREAS,  the current committee and department alignments have  enabled Price County Emergency Management to effectively communicate and positively impact the emergency response readiness of the City of Phillips and other county local governments in developing and training for a uniform emergency response within Price County; and

WHEREAS, the mission and philosophy of Price County Emergency Management is most closely aligned with the mission and philosophy of the Price County Board of Health:  planning, prevention, community education and support, than the mission of the Price County Law Enforcement Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Phillips City Council oppose making any changes affecting Price County Emergency Management from the current Department or Committee assignments. – “if it isn’t broken – don’t fix it or change it”;

BE IT FURTHER RESLOVED that the City of Phillips supports and applauds the Price County Emergency Management Coordinator, Jeff Hein, in his efforts to improve inter-agency communications, improving the readiness of emergency responders, and monitoring as well as developing grant opportunities to all of Price County’s emergency responders.

Johnson/Peterson motioned to adjourn.  Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer
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