City of Phillips’ Common Council Meeting 

 Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

August 11, 2009 

7:00 p.m.

Amended Agenda

Mayor, Jeffrey V. Fahl

Council Members: Wards 1 & 2 -Jayson Reinke, Laddy Hlavacek; Wards 3 & 4 - Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson; Ward 5 -Dorothy Hanish, Frank Crepinsek

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Public Works – Terry Staroba; Police – David Sonntag; Library – Rebecca Smith

Administration – Mary M. Willett

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call:  Jeffrey Fahl ___Laddy Hlavacek___ Jayson Reinke ___ Linda Johnson ___ Charles Peterson ___ Dorothy Hanish ___Frank Crepinsek___.

3. Public Comment 

4. Approval/Correction of July 14, 2009 Council Meeting Minutes

5. Payment of vouchers in total amount of $196,789.51 as recommended by Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee.
6. Audit Report – Engleson & Associates
7. Variance Recommendation from Board of Appeals:  Haynes property
8. Price County Economic Development Association update
9. Comprehensive plan  options
10. Committee Reports

11. Budget 2010- preliminary discussion of revenues/initial expenses overview

12. Adjournment
                                                                                                             Tuesday August 11th, 2009                           

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

………of the Common Council of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the Council Room of Municipal Hall on August 11th, 2009.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Fahl at 7:00 p.m.  Those present included:

1st Aldermanic District:  Laddy Hlavacek and Jayson Reinke

2nd Aldermanic District:  Linda Johnson and Charles Peterson

3rd Aldermanic District:   Dorothy Hanish and Frank Crepinsek

City Attorney:  Bruce Marshall

Administration:  Mary M. Willett

Also present:  David Sonntag, Mike Hauschild, Terry Staroba, Becky Smith, John Vlach and Earl Engelson.

Hanish/Hlavacek motioned to approve the minutes of the July 14th council meeting as presented.  Carried.

Hlavacek/Johnson motioned to pay the vouchers in total amount of $196,789.51 as recommended by the Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee.  Carried.

Earl Engelson, from the auditing firm under contract by the City of Phillips for GASB required audit, Engelson and Associates, LLC, provided a brief but concise overview of the City’s 2008 GASB audit.  The City has a working assets ratio of 1.7/1.0 which illustrates the City of Phillips is operating its budget in good shape.

Reinke/Hanish motioned to approve the variance which will allow a 7’0” fence to the Haynes property at 1012 North Lake Avenue on the north/south driveway entrance to the driveway on the north side of the building parallel to Highway 13 (Lake Avenue) as recommended by the Board of Appeals following its public hearing.  The motion carried with no dissent.

Dorothy Hanish questioned the motion that was presented from the Board of Appeals minutes:  “Perkins/Haskins motioned to recommend to the Phillips Common Council a variance be granted to the Haynes’ fence for the North/South fence between the Phillips Plating parking lot and the Haynes’ driveway for a 7’0” fence height.”  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the intent and meaning of the motion presented to the City Council for consideration.  City Attorney Bruce Marshall offered a solution to decide to cover the variance possibility for both fences adjoining the Phillips Plating parking lot to cover all the bases.  Hanish/Reinke motioned to approve a variance from the 6’0” maximum height allowed in the City of Phillips’ Fence ordinance to an allowed 7’0” fence height for the existing fence between the Haynes property and the Phillips Plating parking lot and also for the proposed fence along the driveway which exits onto Fayette Street and borders the Phillips Plating parking lot as recommended from the Board of Appeals following its public hearing.

Reinke/Hanish motioned to deny the variance which would have allowed a 5’0” setback from the curb for the start of the fence from Fayette Street as proposed  by the Phillips Board of Appeals in the recommendation to the full common council.  Instead, the Council reinforced the standard 12’0’ setback from the curb.  The motion carried with no opposition.

Mayor Fahl distributed the organization chart for the emerging Price County Development Association and reported the meetings thus far (3) that have transpired while trying to reestablish a countywide economic development organization that can benefit and support all municipalities in the county.

Clerk Willett reported that Northwest Regional Planning will be the agency with the most cost effective means of updating the City of Phillips’ Comprehensive Plan.  The total cost of the plan will be $32,000 to be budgeted and developed over a 2 year period.  A Wisconsin Department of Administration grant will be sought in November.  It could total $10,000.  This plan will meet the guidelines presented by DOA.

Under Committee Reports:

· Chuck Peterson stated he would be instructing the deer hunters on Saturday August 29th.

· Mayor Fahl attended the City of Medford’s Committee of the Whole and is considering applying the committee structure here.

· Jay Reinke reported that the library has posted for bids for a new roof.  The next book sale is coming up again.

· Additionally, Mr. Reinke reported that the Fire Ad Hoc Committee is sponsoring the 1st annual Firemen’s Benefit Breakfast at Club 13 on Saturday August 15th from 8-11 a.m.  Additionally, the gun raffle tickets are printed and available. The winning tickets will be drawn at the November regular Council meeting.  All profits will go toward a new SCBA compressor system.

· Laddy Hlavacek said the Central Price County Ambulance Service will have a new ambulance very soon.

· Chief Sonntag passed out a draft of a new Municipal Bond Schedule accompanied with a copy of the existing schedule for comparison.  The schedule will be part of the public hearing for the 2010 Budget.

The remainder of the meeting the Council worked on the projected revenues for the 2010 Budget.

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer

