Phillips Common Council Meeting

 Council Room, Municipal Hall

174 S Eyder Avenue

November 19, 2009 

7:00 PM

Mayor, Jeffrey V. Fahl

Council Members: Wards 1 & 2 Jayson Reinke, Laddy Hlavacek; Wards 3 & 4 - Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson; Ward 5 – Frank Crepinsek, Dorothy Hanish.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall
Public Works – Terry Staroba; Police – David Sonntag; Library – Becky Smith
Administration – Mary M. Willett

This meeting is held in compliance with the Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

Immediately following the opening of the meeting, a public hearing for the City of Phillips 2010 Budget will be convened.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Roll Call:  Jeffrey Fahl ___Laddy Hlavacek___ Jayson Reinke ___ Linda Johnson ___ Charles Peterson ___ Frank Crepinsek ___Dorothy Hanish ___.
3. Motion to open the Public Hearing for the City of Phillips 2010 Budget.
4. Motion to close the Budget Public Hearing.
5. Action by the council regarding the Phillips’ 2010 Budget
6. Action on recommendation of Licensing Committee to approve the 

“Class B” Combination Liquor License for Chestnut Street  Roadhouse.

7. Adjournment
                                                                                                   Tuesday November 19th, 2009                           

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

………of the Common Council of the City of Phillips at the meeting for the public hearing for the 2010 City of Phillips Budget and Municipal Bond Schedule, held in the Council Room of Municipal Hall on November 19th, 2009.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Fahl at 7:01 p.m.  
Those present included:

1st Aldermanic District:  Laddy Hlavacek (by phone) and Jayson Reinke (7:10 p.m.)
2nd Aldermanic District:  Linda Johnson and Charles Peterson

3rd Aldermanic District:  Dorothy Hanish

Administration:  Mary M. Willett
Also present:  David Sonntag, Michael Hauschild, Rebecca Smith, Bronson Thalacker, Leanna Arnoldi, Jeff Williams, Bryan Vergin, Scott Holoubek, Mike Matuszewski, Tara Rose, Seth Dabler, Kevin Rose, Wesley DeLasky, Malinda Farina, Al Farina, Roger E. Samuel, Lorry Hanish, Jesse Sutton, Mary Hahn and Joe Perkins.

Peterson/Johnson motioned to open the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously following a voice vote.
Mayor Fahl read a letter submitted by Drs. Satterwhite and Weddle requesting the evening police protection be maintained.
Seth Dabler:  Does not see a need to decrease officers – there have been 5 overdose deaths, burglaries – don’t see the Phillips officers as being too many in number.

Bryan Vergin:  More than 30 years law enforcement experience – 10% of any criminal intent cause $10,000 personal cost.  If you decrease patrol, you increase the chance to commit criminal activity.

Wes DeLasky:  Owner of RE/MAX – added support for night patrol.  He used to work 3rd shift at county – not a lot of support after dark out there. One deputy is on duty 3rd shift  for the county.
Scott Holoubek:  Urged Council to exert caution – there are consequences for decisions- numbers do not outweigh common sense when it comes to decisions which make a community safe – the City may pay consequences during nighttime hours.

Mayor Fahl – The Council’s total proposed budget is based on the state allowed levy and the state funded shared revenues.  When the Council worked on the budget, and requested a reduction in the proposed police budget, the Chief said the only option is to reduce the force by one full-time officer.  The Council is not ecstatic about this option.
Mary Hahn – Questioned the funds designated for the Comprehensive Plan which must be updated to continue to receive state shared revenues and to comply with Sate Statutes.

Jesse Sutton:  Spoke in favor of the 3rd shift. 

Jay Reinke asked the Chief if the City is currently covered by officers on duty 24/7.

Chief Sonntag reported that we currently are not staffed every hour of every day but we are covered 24/7 for response.

Jesse Sutton asked what happens when no one is on duty and something happens.
Chief Sonntag replied that the Sheriff’s Department is contacted, next contact is Chief Sonntag and then Lt Hauschild – they decide if they are going to come in and respond.

Chief Sonntag – The shift schedule is determined by union contract.

Chief Sonntag explained the department is trying to come to terms with concessions.  Since the state has imposed levy expenditure restraints, the pay raises and benefit increases have cut into the operations portion of the budget and has caused shortages.  The department needs to pool together as family in city – suffering the same and the citizens around us.

Chief Sonntag said the health insurance increase is $30,000 – the crime/solve rate is up in the area – proud to have officers – Drugs are down – officers are proactive.  Kevin Rose is a dedicated officer but last man on.  The day shift does investigative work.  The nighttime shift is a whole different set of circumstances. 

Several in the audience question the flexibility of the city to change the health insurance carrier or coverage.  While the premium was known to be a 26% increase over last year in July – the actual numbers for calculating the premiums per member were not known until the day they were calculated in October.  The City has had high claims for the past two years – this would not be a good time to “shop the group” trying to find a better coverage with another company.  The City’s health insurance carrier, Health Partners, has other plans but to change the coverage must be agreed upon by 2 unions, not just the police union.  It has been planned to shop the group during union negotiations next year.  
Johnson/Hanish motioned to close the public hearing at 7:35 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

Reinke/Johnson motioned to adopt the budget as presented for 2010 with a total levy of $658,260 and a total expenditure of $1,796,932 (a 1.2% decrease from the 2009 expenditure total).  The motion carried with 5 “yes” voice votes and 0 “no” votes.

Peterson/Hanish motioned to approve the “Class B” Combination Liquor License for The Chestnut Street Roadhouse as recommended by the Licensing Committee.  The motion carried.

Johnson/Peterson motioned to adjourn.  Carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.

Mary M. Willett
City Clerk-Treasurer
