City of Phillips’ Common Council Meeting
Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

August 13, 2013
6:00 p.m. 
Mayor, Charles Peterson
Council Members: Wards 1 & 2 –Richard Heitkemper, Jerry Clark; Wards 3 & 4 – John Vlach, Linda Johnson; Ward 4 -Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek.
Public Works – Bronson Thalacker; Police – David Sonntag; Library – Rebecca Smith

Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.
Call to Order (presiding officer)

Greeting

Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call:  Charles Peterson ___, Jerry Clark___ , Richard Heitkemper ___,  Linda Johnson ,  ___ John Vlach___,  Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.
Public Comment 
DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

1. Motion to Approve/Correct July 9, 2013 Council Meeting Minutes.
2. Motion to approve the payment of vouchers in total amount of $367,315.81
3. Motion to purchase a Lift for Street Department.

4. Use of Personal Vehicle as Police Squad – Police Chief.
5. Hwy 13 Watermain break.

6. 2013 Budget Review.

7. Committee Reports.

Ambulance

Library

Chamber

8. Adjournment
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
………of the Common Council of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the Council Room of Municipal Hall on August 13, 2013.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 6:00 p.m.  Those present included:

1st Aldermanic District:  Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper
2nd Aldermanic District:  Linda Johnson, John Vlach

3rd Aldermanic District:  Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek
Clerk/Treasurer:  Barb Revak

Also present:  Becky Smith, David Sonntag, Bronson Thalacker, Mike Stoffel. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
1. Vlach/Clark motioned to Approve July 9, 2013 Council Meeting Minutes.  Carried
2. Johnson/Hanish motioned to approve the payment of vouchers in total amount of $367,315.81.  Carried

3. Johnson/Spacek motioned to purchase the Genie Lift from Machinery Hill for $18,900.  Carried

4. Use of Personal Vehicle as Police Squad by the Chief of Police was discussed. Mayor Peterson stated he wanted to know why he did this without bring it to the Common Council so they knew about it. Revak received information from the insurance company that the chief’s personal insurance is primary with the city (and LWMMI) as secondary if the personal limits are inadequate.  Mayor Peterson mentioned about the City borrowing a vehicle from the County Sherriff’s Department if one was needed.  Johnson wanted to know if the Expedition has been fixed. Mayor Peterson confirmed if there were Lights, Siren and radio, Chief Sonntag state yes he had lights, siren and radio.  Hanish wanted to know if the City paid for this and was told this came out of the old blue squad.  Heitkemper wanted to know if the city paid for the installation and was told by the Sonntag that he and Joe Perkins installed them. Mayor Peterson asked that the city get something from Sonntag’s insurance company to make sure that his insurance is primary.  Heitkemper explained why he brought this forward.  There was an event that took place somewhere near Prentice where you were following someone that you suspected of OWI                                                              and you called in to report it and to find out if there was a squad around. Dispatch said that they had two cars in Phillips and asked if you had the capability of stopping it with other discussions in there and the response was, you had your private vehicle with lights but no siren.  This is why knowing the law Heitkemper questioned this.  Sonntag stated he told dispatch that he preferred not to do it but would if it got to be unsafe.  He was asked to stop the vehicle if he had the capabilities.  He never stated he didn’t have a siren.  Heitkemper stated he must have misunderstood and the conversation he heard he understood it to be that the Police Chief did not have a siren.  Heitkemper was wondering if the city had two squad cars now and used to have three, made the decision to get rid of one, why would they want to go back to having three again.  Revak mentioned the only reason they have three was until the got the new crown vic and then the blue one was to be sold.  In the past it was never plan to have three vehicles.  Council agreed.  Mayor Peterson mentioned that the League stated that for the Police Chief to use a personal vehicle as a squad it had to be authorized by this body.  Johnson feels that it would be sort of foolish if the Expedition is up and running.  Revak mentioned that the city would need to reimburse for mileage or monthly use of the vehicle so as to not be liable for damage to his personal truck.  Revak also has a question in asking if the city doesn’t pay him mileage or a monthly charge want would be the difference, but has not received a response yet.  How would you determine what mileage is work and what is personal.  Johnson remembers discussion on taking a city vehicle home for lunch and not allowing this.  Sonntag states it was cleared through the Council to take a squad home for meals.  Heitkemper, if the city has two squads and something happens the sheriff’s department has vehicles that the city could use.  Hanish states we are trying to cut down. Clark, when we are down a vehicle we borrow one from the sheriff’s department. 
Heitkemper/Hanish motioned to repeal the temporary authority to use the Police Chief’s personal vehicle as a squad car, the city maintain two squads and exclude the use of private vehicles from the council’s approval for use as emergency vehicles .  Roll Call Vote: Clark-aye, Heitkemper-aye, Johnson-aye, Vlach-nay, Hanish-aye, Spacek-aye.  Carried
Heitkemper and Mayor Peterson is assuming the equipment will be removed and kept for backup.

5. Highway 13 water main break repair:
Mike Stoffel presented a plan on what needed to be done.  The repair will go from the treatment plant to Hwy H only if needed.  Structure the bid to include 1,500 feet from Wyoming to the Treatment Plant in the base bid and then do some investigative digs can be done on the remainder of the section and get some eyes on inspections of the rest of the pipes to determine if the whole 3,000 foot stretch needs to be redone.  There have been no breaks to the north of the treatment plant and none to the south of Wyoming. Worst case would cost $351,000.  The bid can be in the paper and bid openings could be on the same day as the council meets in October, the 10th and the project could be completed this fall yet.  Clark was wondering if there was anything different in this area thought would indicate why this section is bad?  Hanish wanted to know if the soil has been tested?  Soil samples were taken but results aren’t back yet.
Clark wanted to know if it is going to be done in two different steps is that will cost more.  This will be done in one step and one contract.

Discussion on the size of replacement:  Mike presented data and stated that the current pipe is 14”.  The problem is a 14” pipe is more difficult to get.  He suggests the city go with a 16” pipe because of the fact that businesses already have their fire systems set for a particular pressure and reducing the size of the pipe (12”) could be a problem.  Clark stated that any new businesses could calculate their system to a 12” pipe.  There would only be a 10% reduction in pressure and would save the city approximately half of the cost.  The issue would be with current buildings.
Johnson/Hanish motioned to move forward with replacing the water main along Highway 13, use the 16” pipe and putting this out for bid.
Clark is concerned because if you look at the numbers between the 14” DI and the 12” PVC there is a 10% reduction and the difference in the cost of the project could be almost cut in half.  The secondary cost could be a lot.  Spacek explained the sprinkler system at the cranberry marsh and is concerned about safety.  Mayor Peterson also states that 10% can actually make a difference. Clark is just concerned that the city could fix the problem for a lot less.  Roll Call Vote: Clark-nay, Heitkemper-aye, Johnson-aye, Vlach-nay, Hanish-aye, Spacek-aye.  Carried

6. 2013 Budget Review:  Budget appears to be closely inline.  Departments should be at 58%.

7. Committee Reports.

Ambulance – going to increase charges from Primary cost is going from $500 to $700.  These costs will include the costs of shots.  Carry rate from $11/mile to $15/loaded mile.  Only a charge when someone is in the ambulance.
Library – Lost a board member from the City.  Thursday at Meister’s, Cork N Pork.
Chamber – Dave Uher is resigning and moving to Phillips Land & Title.  Working on the Fall Harvest, Annual Dinner is August 25th.
Bronson explained that the water leak on Hwy H was found but they were unable to fix it because the T was outdated and can’t find parts to fit.
8. Adjournment – Clark/Hanish
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
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City Clerk-Treasurer

