Phillips Planning Commission

Public Hearing & Meeting Minutes

March 14, 2000

Mayor Henningfeld called the public hearing to order at 6:30pm, in the council room, Municipal Center, Phillips, to receive comments and discussion on a proposed rezoning of the old Middle/High School property from R-1 to R-2 requested by Mr. Al Stolen, Deltox, Inc.

Commission members present:  Mayor Henningfeld, Blake Pluemer, Mary Satterwhite, Jenny LaChance and Linda Johnson.  Commission members absent:  Lee Belan, Mark Dittel and Barb Rolling.

Visitors:  Hattie Bezrouch, Richard Cole, Marvel Cole, Grace Kielsmeier, Anna Willis, Elvis Presley, Toni Birmingham, Pat Schroeder, Virginia Smetak, Therese Trojak, Todd Schmidt, Richard Pilch, Laurie Pilch, Ruth Martin, Paul Kaliska, Alice Morey, Neil Hertig, Bernice Polacek, Joe, Polacek, Ken Matsick, Patti Wenzel, Trish Kempkes, Edith Denny, Todd Zumach, City Attorney Willett, Joe Perkins.

Grace Kielsmeier states she has been in favor of developing the old Middle/High School from the beginning.  This building is listed as Historical Property.  She requests that the committee rezone this property to R-2.

Elvis Presley states that he owns the oldest tavern in town.  He came to the commission previously to have his place rezoned and feels that this project deserves the same recognition that his building had.  He claims the building is sound and if Mr. Stolen can fix it up that would be very good for the community.  It is something that has a lot of history and he feels the school is very important to this city.

Sam Johnson wants to know how many apartments will be in the building.  Mayor said 22 to 24.  They will be for people 55 years and older.  Some of the apartments will qualify for low-income people.  Sam also wanted to know where all the cars would park and was told that Mr. Stolen is planning on turning the gym into a garage.

Patti Wenzel said she loves the old building, however, she is concerned about the market.  There are already apartment buildings that are empty because of no renters.  She is concerned that the building will be built and then remain empty for lack of renters.

Ken Matsick asked what happens if the property is turned over to Mr. Stolen and the project doesn’t get finished? He heard that Mr. Stolen has done this in the past.  Mayor Henningfeld explained that part of the option to purchase is that Mr. Stolen has to guarantee he has the money to finish the project.

Steve Willett stated that the contract provides that before the city turns the property over to Mr. Stolen he has to provide a guarantee from him and his subcontractors.  The city is not responsible for anything after the property is turned over to Mr. Stolen.

Grace Kielsmeier told Ken Matsick that she had a response to her ad for renters of 32 people.  Ten wanted to come in right away.  Mr. Stolen will complete the newer portion of the building first and then the older portion.  Grace asked Ken what people he talked to about Mr. Stolen not finishing a project.

Ken Matsick stated that he heard Mr. Stolen was involved in the East Hill Project in Wausau and never finished it.

Grace Kielsmeier said that all the Mayors she talked to where Mr. Stolen had projects were very happy with him.

Todd Schmidt supports the rezoning.

Mary Satterwhite wanted to know if Mr. Stolen has made agreements with the Library and the Day Care Center.  Patti Wenzel stated yes.

Paul Kaliska commented that we have a lot of elderly people living outside of the city limits that will need a place to move to in the future.

Sam wanted to know about the taxes on the property.  Mayor Henningfeld told him that there will be no tax relief for 13-14 years because the building is located in a TIF district.

Neil Hertig stated he was in favor of the rezoning.

Teresa Trojak stated that she’s heard comments in the past from people, about other projects in the city, that they didn’t live here back then and have no ties to it so they don’t care what happens.  She was wondering if that wasn’t the case on this project.  She feels we should rezone.

Toni Birmingham said she has a problem with the fact that Jenny LaChance is on the Phillips Planning Commission to decide on the rezoning when she is in the same business.

Patti Wenzel stated that she has talked to Jenny about this and she feels that Jenny is a fair person and would be impartial.

Todd Zumach commented that he lives across from the building.  He feels that different councils and committees in the past have been reluctant to do the project.  He was in favor of this project in the past but now feels the building should come down.  He has also spoken to people from the Wausau area and was told that Mr. Stolen is very hard to deal with.  He is against the rezoning and the project.

Sam Johnson agrees with Todd

Toni Birmingham wanted to know if it is torn down where does the debris go?

Patti Wenzel stated that the bid included removal of all unsalvageable debris.

Marvel Cole wanted to know if the city has the money to tear it down?

Patti Wenzel said that it could cost the city more money if a child gets hurt and the parents file a lawsuit.

Mary Satterwhite wanted to know what the time frame is?

Mayor stated 180 days to meet all demands in the contract.

Steve Willett stated that the rezoning is contingent on the sale of the property.

Todd Zumach wanted to know why we were having the meeting now if the contract is for 180 days?

Grace Kielsmeier explained that in order for Mr. Stolen to get the funding, he needs the city to guarantee that if he does everything according to the contract they will rezone.

Ken Matsick asked if after the 180 days is up will there be another extension.

Mayor Henningfeld said no.  If this option doesn’t work out the building will come down.

Jenny LaChance wanted to know what the city did to check the background on Mr. Stolen.

Mayor Henningfeld said the guarantee is in the contract.  He has to guarantee that the project will be finished.

Ken Matsick said that Mr. Stolen had contracts before and walked out on a project.

Patti Wenzel stated that the council is trying to take care of the city.

Ken Matsick commented that if the city would tear down the building they could sell the property to recoup some of the costs.

Anna Willis asked what area the zoning would affect.

Mary Satterwhite explained that it would be for only that property within those boundaries and that an R-2 zoning is compatible with housing

Mary Satterwhite made a motion to close the public hearing.  Seconded by Jenny LaChance.  CARRIED

Public hearing closed at 7:20pm

Mayor Henningfeld made a motion to recommend to the Common Council to rezone the old Middle/High School property from a R-1 to R-2 zoning contingent on Mr. Stolen meeting all demands of the contract .  Seconded by Blake Pluemer

Open for comment:

Jenny LaChance said that State Statute 62.23 states:  It shall be the function and duty of the Commission to make and adopt a master plan for the physical development of the city.  She would like to do more investigating.

VOTE:

Commission members voting aye: Linda Johnson, Blake Pluemer, Mary Satterwhite and Mayor Henningfeld.

Commission members voting nay:  Jenny LaChance

CARRIED

Linda Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Jenny LaChance.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm

Barbara D. Revak

Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer

