City of Phillips

Agenda of Public Hearing of the Phillips Planning Commission 

To Be Held in the Municipal Hall: Council Room

174 S Eyder Avenue

Tuesday February 12th, 2008 at 5:30 PM

Commission Members:  Mayor Jeffrey Fahl, Jenny LaChance, Joe Perkins, Les Zorn, Linda Johnson, Dean Upson, Mike Henningfeld.

City Attorney Bruce Marshall

City Administration:  Mary M. Willett

This public hearing and meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer).

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

2. Roll Call

Mayor Jeffrey Fahl____ Jenny LaChance___ Joe Perkins___Les Zorn____Linda Johnson____Dean Upson____ 

3. Open public hearing, and:
a.) Receive comments and discussion, and recommend action on the following request for a zoning change from residential(R-1) to commercial (C-2) Neighborhood Commercial zoning. 

b.) Receive comments and discussion and recommend action regarding the conditional use permit which must accompany all (C-2) Neighborhood Commercially Zoned properties

(All uses in C-2 Neighborhood Commercial Districts are conditional uses.)
            Requestor:  Four Seasons Community Development

            Purpose:  Year-Round Pavilion

             Location:  Shaw’s Addition

                   PRT of Lots 9 & 10 Block  4

                   7-37-1E PRT of GOVT Lot 21

                   Lot 1 CSM #1006 VOL 5 PG 239

                   (264 Shaw Street)

4. Motion to close the public hearing.

5. Action by the Planning Commission regarding the request for rezoning & the accompanying conditional use permit.
6. Adjournment.
Meeting Minutes

Phillips Planning Commission

February 12, 2008

Chair Fahl called the meeting of the Phillips Planning Commission to order at 5:30 p.m.

In attendance at the meeting were:  Jeffrey Fahl, Jenny LaChance, Joe Perkins, Les Zorn, Linda Johnson, Dean Upson, Bruce Marshall, and Mary Willett.
Signing in attendance were:  Robert Voda, Marie Shukala, Sharon Shukala, Tony Budaj, Laddy Hlavacek, Sally McFadyen, Kim Kaletka, Ken Coppens, Maureen Schloskey, Blake Pluemer, Mike Henningfeld, Diane Henningfeld, Gloria Wielgus, Ted F. Wielgus, Paulette Anderson, Ginger Geng, Sue Wieland, David Wieland, Ashley Smugala, Jay Reinke (5:58 p.m.) and Austin Kochan.

Johnson/Perkins motioned to open the public hearing to receive comments as noticed regarding the request to change zoning from R-1 to C-2 and the requisite conditions for the conditional use at 5:32 p.m.  Carried unanimously.

Mike Henningfeld presented the history of Four Seasons Community Development and passed out plans with the layout of the development which illustrated the proposed parking lot across the road.  He said he would take questions later.

Blake Pluemer has been a resident of the City of Phillips since 1989, and spoke from another of the Barry Weimiller Companies – MarquipWardUnited, where he is Vice President of Operations.  MarquipWardUnited has added more than 100 employees in the past year.  The current properties in the Four Season Subdivision have given Marquip the opportunity to offset the negatives of being located in Northern Wisconsin with advantages that can be uniquely offered – nature.  The Cabin in the Four Seasons Development offers MarquipWardUnited a place where customers can be put up and entertained.  MarquipWardUnited’s competitors are located in metropolitan areas.  Four Seasons’ facilities are shared with local residents & organization and employees – the pavilion in the park is used also.

Tony Budaj:  The public can rent upon completion of the pavilion?  Local organizations or individuals?

Blake:  Rental of the pavilion facility would be available through some filtering process – not to just anyone at anytime – but most groups would qualify.

Tony Budaj:  For clarification, the pavilion would be available to others – not just someone who is an employee of MarquipWardUnited.

Ken Coppens – new to the City of Phillips since August of 2007, when he relocated here from Green Bay for a position with MarquipWardUnited.  He lived and worked in Green Bay for 20+ years.  Whenever Ken came up to Phillips (prior to moving here), felt very much at home. Ken explained The Living Legacy of Leadership Team (L3) that Bob Chapman has instituted at MarquipWardUnited.  The pavilion facility would really help to offer a neat, unique environment.
Maureen Schloskey:  Bob Chapman is developing the Barry Weimiller University which would allow the hosting of classes at the pavilion that would bring people in from all over the world.  All of this would definitely have a positive impact on the local economy.  

Everything that Mr. Chapman has done in connection with Four Seasons has been done in very fine taste.
In addition, most of this facility will not be very visible from the road and it will not be ostentatious.

Mike Henningfeld:  I hope this explains why Bob Chapman is doing what he is proposing to do.  Mike went on to explain the tax history of the Four Seasons’ property and the Marquip properties and handed out a document detailing the information.  Four Seasons generates $41,946.66 in property taxes and Marquip pays the city $188,430.68 per year.  This expansion would not create a tax burden to city residents.  The pavilion would add about $8,000 per year in new tax base, which would in theory reduce the tax burden on city residents if expenditures do not increase.
Sally McFadyen:  How long will it be before the building you are proposing is not big enough?

David Wieland:  David presented a petition to the Planning Commission members and copies circulated through the audience.

Ginger Geng distributed a paper with signatures from people who could not be present at the public hearing.  She said that 95% of the people in Tannery Town (the area adjacent to the proposed pavilion facility) do not want the pavilion.

David Wieland:  This group (Planning Commission) has voted against spot zoning before.  As far as realization of revenue – the city will not see dollars from this.  Four Seasons Development already has plenty of room to build this – there I no reason to put this there.  Nice looking – I’m sure – different than from 100’….

Ginger Geng:  Most people in this neighborhood have lived here more than 50 years.

David Wieland:  Change is a good thing – but not necessarily this change.
Mike Henningfeld:  The intentions when Four Seasons purchased this land were to build a building with nice ambiance with a boat dock and access to activities on the lake.  Not planning on opening a marina!

David Wieland:  I am not in favor of the traffic that would be increased.

Ginger Geng:  more traffic….more seniors live here – some that lived there 75 years….and noise….I built to retire there.  There is a spring there…I do not what you did to DNR to allow you to do what you did when you outbid me on the property by the water….

      Jeff Fahl:  Stay on topic.

      Ginger Geng:  Misled…little walking trail & burn pit – little dock.

      David Wieland:  Four Seasons Development was not open…I was not notified and   

      MarquipWardUnited employees should voluntarily recuse themselves from voting on 

      this….

      Clerk Willett interjected that Lee Lamoreaux, the former Clerk, did properly notice all

     the public hearings for the subdivision creation.  All documents were properly filed 

     and the public hearings were held.

     City Attorney Bruce Marshall:  Bruce read the Conflict of Interest from the Wisconsin 

     State Statutes 19.59 and said that in the past Linda Johnson has recused herself 

     from items with MarquipWardUnited.
    Jeff:  Employment alone is not a conflict.  We do not work for Four Seasons 

    Development.  Barry Weimiller has many divisions.

    Bruce:  I am thinking these are linked, if I understood correctly – they are linked.  MarquipWardUnited are 2 of the 20 or 30 other properties owned by Barry Weimiller.  Linda and Jeff should not vote.  It probably would not be in the best interest for anyone associated with Marquip, because of its ties to Four Seasons, to vote on the zoning change.
David Weimiller:  (Council members) Jay and Laddy agree.

Laddy Hlavacek:  I am an alderman for Wards 1 & 2.  Take into consideration their wants & needs.  I respect their wishes.

Polly Lallemont:  I live in Tannery Town.  Tannery used to be on the other side of Highway 13. Legacy…residential area…for the workers in this community.  Car Wash – building to sell things..creamery had the incubation…whole block of Shaw owned by Phillips Plating.  Off 13 – into the neighborhood.  Many workers don’t care if they park in our driveways or block our driveways.  There is some parking in the Shaw Street parking lot.  This neighborhood is already experiencing the disadvantages of commercialization.  Most of our people have lived here more than 50 years, and they cannot afford higher taxes.  More traffic may be difficult for a local daycare in the neighborhood.
The neighborhood went from pastureland to Four Seasons – it is beautiful on the lake side – this would make the area not residential, but business area.  A hearing and a fazir one lets everyone know how we feel.  The majority don’t want to squash dreams – keep the development in the Four Seasons.

Jeff Fahl:  What is the size is the pavilion?

Mike H.:  32- x 56’

Blake P.:  Smaller than a home that would be on the lot.\

Jeff:  A conference Center during the day?

Blake P:  Likely less use than the pavilion in the park.

Tony:  Is the parking area restricted by the covenants in the Four Seasons covenant?

Bruce:  I read the covenant  - these questions are those which would need to be addressed by Four Seasons, not the City.  This property is your property (Four Seasons) not material for the Planning Commission or the City.  Section 7C – landscape, driveways & parking appears to be the area of the covenant that would be applicable.
Jeff Fahl:  Are there other comments?

Tony Budaj:  I have four items I prepared for proposed additions to a conditional use permit for Four Seasons.  (Tony passed this out):

· Parking spaces equal to or greater than one half (1/2) the available seating in the building – no street parking.

· No more than sic (6) spots to park boats or watercraft.

There have been concerns about a marina being developed.

· No permanent liquor license. (None available) Picnic licenses can be used by an organization who wants to run a cash bar if renting.

· Cost for public to rent building not exceed double the amount charged to member of the housing development.

Bruce Marshall:  Inclined to think x times rent of other may be available in some fashion – not sure any dictates can be made for this.

David Wieland:  Members of the community have spoken here.

LaChance/Upson motioned to close the public hearing and reopen the Planning Commission meeting.  Carried.
Lachance/Upson motioned to elect Joe Perkins Chair for the further duration of the Planning Commission meeting from this point forward.  Carried.
Bruce Marshall:  Jeff Fahl and Linda Johnson can observe but not participate.  This will leave a party of four.

Joe Perkins:  My first question is the significance of the petition?

Bruce Marshall:  The petition has no legal bearing.  It is not of the nature calling for direct legislation or recall – it just shows the input from these people.

Joe Perkins:  At this point in time, what is your pleasure?  A change from R-1 to C-2 zoning?

Jenny LaChance:  I am a 30 year resident.  I would like to state a couple of comments.  I have tried to rezone against neighbors’ wishes.  Change in a community is hard.  I am very much in favor of this proposal.  I buy your signature & concerns, but I believe it is in the best interest of the community.  

Jenny LaChance:  I recommend to proceed and to grant a zoning change for this property from R-1 to C-2 to the Council.  Dean Upson seconded the motion.

Joe Perkins:  I understand the Not in my back yard (NIMBY) thing – this would add considerable traffic – it is seen with apartments and mobile home parks – but this even more since you get the school traffic.  I think for the betterment of Phillips – anything we get to come here is in everyone’s benefit.  You see all traffic and I understand the dilemma.  I see it as a benefit overall.  Any other comments? No?

All in favor of the motion?  Joe Perkins:  Yes, Dean Upson:  No, Les Zorn:  No, Jenny LaChance:  Yes.  The motion dies.  A tie vote does not pass.

LaChance/Upson motion to adjourn at 6:39 p.m.  Meeting adjourned.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer
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