AMENDED – 9/2

Phillips Planning Commission Meeting

 and Public Hearing
Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

Sept 3, 2015
5:00 p.m. 
Mayor, Charles Peterson
Planning Commission Members:  Mike Henningfeld, Ted Kempkes, Joe Perkins, Jenny LaChance and David Scholz.

Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak
Legal Council: Bruce Marshall
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.
Call to Order (presiding officer)

Roll Call:  Charles Peterson ___, Laura Tomaszewski ____, Mike Henningfeld ____, Ted Kempkes ____, Joe Perkins ____, Jenny LaChance ____, David Scholz ____.
Public Comment 
DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

1. Motion to open the public hearing   Time: _______

2. The City of Phillips will conduct a public hearing to receive comments, discussion and recommend action on proposed conditional use of a church in an industrial zoned building.
Requestor:  Gary Chase
Property Address: 210 S. Airport Rd.

Purpose:  Request a conditional use permit to allow the rental of space in the front of a building located at 210 S. Airport Rd., zoned industrial to be used as a church.
3. Motion to close the public hearing.   Time:  ______

4. Motion to recommend to the Common Council to grant the conditional use of the front of a building located in the industrial park at 210 S. Airport Rd, zoned industrial as a Church.
5.  Discussion and possible approval of amendment to Phillips Ordinance 17.15 Lot Size and Setbacks to include special reduced setbacks for all property parcels on reduced-width (50’) Ashland Avenue in anticipation of completion of Assessor’s Plat.

6. C-1 Commercial uses – apartment down stairs – Bumble Bee

7. C-1 Commercial uses – apartments allowed

8. Sign ordinance.

9. Adjournment.  Time: _____
Meeting minutes

Phillips Planning Commission

Sept 3, 2015
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 5:00 p.m. on September 3, 2015.  Those present included:

Mayor Charles Peterson, Mike Henningfeld, Ted Kempkes, Joe Perkins, Jenny LaChance and Clerk/Treasurer Barb Revak.

Others present:   Gary Chase, Larry Tenut, Lynne Bohn and Davette Hrabak.
DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

1. Perkins/Lachance motioned to open the public hearing at 5:01  Carried
Requestor:  Gary Chase

Property Address: 210 S. Airport Rd.

Purpose:  Request a conditional use permit to allow the rental of space in the front of a building located at 210 S. Airport Rd., zoned industrial to be used as a church.

Discussion on the request to use a portion of a building in the industrial park as a church.  This is not allowed under the I-1 zoning.  A church is allowed in R-1 and C-1 under a conditional use. The use would be for the front half of the building closest to the road.  A question was asked whether or not two conditional uses could be issued to the same piece of property.  Mike wanted to know what the intent would be for the other part of the building.  Chase stated he may be coming back to do cabinets again so he is keeping the spray room in that building.  Per Attorney Marshal you can have multiple conditional uses on the same piece of property.  Revak mentioned that she had received phone calls stating that there are certain restrictions as to what can and cannot be put in the industrial park.  Marshall and Revak have been researching this issue.  Revak was told that in the past a business went into the Industrial Park and the City of Phillips had to pay back to FHA approx $70,000 because they didn’t employee a specific number of people.  If this goes forward then the City would have to amend the ordinance to allow for this as a conditional use.  Chase wanted to know if a time limit was in place would that make a difference.  Tenut was hoping to be in there by October.  LaChance stated she just didn’t feel comfortable with a church in an Industrial Park.  Henningfeld would like to see churches where they are currently allowed.  Chase wanted everyone to be honest.  If it can’t be done then so be it.  Scholz would like to see the church in this area but not in the industrial park.  
2. Perkins/Henningfeld motioned to close the public hearing at 5:31pm.

3. No motion was made on the request of Gary Chase.  Request died for lack of motion.
4. Discussion on the Assessor’s Plat and new developments.  Attorney Marshall talked in great length on Ashland Street and how Al Schnieder wanted to resolve this issue.  Bumble Bee, Moore and Habel agreed to lose some land if the City of Phillips would change the set backs.

5. C-1 Commercial uses – apartments down town.

Davette Hrabak, Lynne Bohn (Bumble Bee Apartments) is requesting the Planning Commission to allow apartments in the Downtown area that is zoned C-1.  Currently this is not allowed.  Bumble Bee purchased this building the way it was.  Someone who owned this previously put in an apartment in the back area.  LaChance stated that you can’t know if the improvements were put in legally or not but she would like to see the downtown area as commercial.  This was purchase in 2012 and they got their permit in 2014.  They did some painting, moved some cabinets etc.  They were shown this building with an apartment in the back.  There are other apartments downtown.  Bohn stated they went to an Economic Development meeting and were told there are 200 job openings in the area.  Where are they going to live?  They don’t feel that the apartments downtown are hurting it right now.  Henningfeld wanted to know if there were any front apartments downtown.  Henningfeld wanted to know what their intent was for the front of the building.  They received complaints that the front of the store was too big so they did some changes to try and make it look smaller.  They remodeled it so that it could be either an apartment or a business with a little kitchenette and walls to divide it off if they couldn’t rent it as a business and were given permission to rent as an apartment.  LaChance stated we need to decide what to use the downtown area.  Krug stated the issue of planning and how you want to use the downtown.  Peterson stated that maybe the planning commission needs to bring in all the businesses and ask them what they want to see.  Do we move forward with changes or stay with status quo.

Bohn would like to see what ever to see the town grown.  Henningfeld has no problem with apartments in the back.  Scholz’s concern would be what happens next. Bohn thought if a person can’t rent to a business in a certain amount of time then allow apartments.  Not fair to them that the previous owner wasn’t honest with the city.  Consensus is they don’t have a problem with apartments in the back area but they don’t want it in the front street side.  Revak read off what was put on the building permit.  Listed was, non-supporting walls, partitions, repair/replace windows/doors/glass as needed, repair water damage as needed and painting.  2 residential units on premises now and 2 after work is completed, $2,500. Revak issued permit and didn’t pick up on the residential units. They had a statement from John Kucaba on what was done on it.  Scholz asked about what they did put in.  Henningfeld asked about the apartments and then it was discussed as to the address, etc.  It was stated again that the commission wants the front to stay as a store front or business in the front.
Scholz/Henningfeld motioned to recommend to the Common Council to amend the current zoning ordinance C-1 Commercial to allow for apartments as a conditional use in a C-1 Commercial district with restrictions of no more than 50% of street level alley side & 100% of all other levels.  Roll Call Vote:

Scholz – Aye, LaChance – Nay, Tomaszewski – Aye, Henningfeld – Aye, Perkins – Nay.  Carried 3-2
6. 9/8 Agenda on Council motion to send C-1 amendment to public hearing

7. Notice in Paper

8. 10/6 C.O.W. public hearing recommend to council

9. Planning Commission meeting prior to 10/6 C.O.W. public hearing on setbacks recommend to C.O.W.
10. 10/13 Council to adopt recommended action on ordinance amendment
11. 11/3 Public Hearing for conditional use before Planning Commission

12. 11/3 Accept Planning Commission Recommendation and send to council
13. 11/10 Accept C.O.W recommendation
14. Perkins/LaChance - Adjournment.  Time:  5:27
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City Clerk-Treasurer
