City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

To Be Held in the Council Room

 Monday, Aug 25, 2005 at 4:00 PM

Mayor Joseph S. Boho

Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:  Lee V. Lamoreaux

Note:  Police business only.  Chief Pisca is not requested to attend.

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ___  Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Joseph S. Boho____

3. Public Comments

4. Review of repair invoices for #1 squad from Auto Care Center.

5. Discussion/Action item to negotiate invoices for #1 squad from Auto Care Center

6. Meeting location will transfer to Auto Care Center, 894 North Lake Avenue, Phillips, WI  54555 to discuss invoices with Auto Care Center manager/owner.

7. Discussion/Action item on invoices for #1 squad from Auto Care Center.

8. Police Department Update.

Adjournment

Public Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes

August 25, 2005

Chair Mark Chrouser called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM, Mayor’s office, Municipal Center, Phillips, Wisconsin.  Committee members present:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Others present:  Mayor Joseph Boho, Police Chief David Sonntag, Reporter Ryan Stutzman from The Bee, and City Clerk-Treasurer Mary Willett.

Police Chief Sonntag told the committee that the part time officer is doing great.

The gas prices are impacting the budget.  Ryan Stutzman told the committee that he was preparing an article based on the impact of the increased gas prices, and he asked Chief Sonntag if any protocol had changed since the price has increased.  Chief responded the department was using about 100 gallons per week. The $1 dollar increase in gas translates to $100/week. All officers now have a mandatory hour of foot patrol to help with the budget and to provide more public relations and contact.

The Skate Park Rules have been established, though the fine structure still is in progress.  Chief would like to be able to lock up the skate park area completely.  The Mayor would like to have set hours.  Options for securing the park are being considered.

Mark Chrouser will work with Terry Staroba for the signs.  Mark will also be contacting Pam Toelle to have a skate park apparatus, which has become unsafe, removed.

On the K-9 training concerns:  Chief explained there is no mandate to make a dog certified as an officer in the state of Wisconsin.  Sharon is fronting the costs of the dog and its training.  The dog will be dual handled with Kevin Rose and Sharon Verges.  The Chief wondered if the $1,700 - $2,000 for Sharon’s costs for transportation and her training with the dog could come from TIF #4, then state he would adjust the police department budget as much as possible to cover the expense.

Committee member Elvis Presley left at 5:32 PM.

Chief Sonntag told the committee that a Friends of the Police Dog group could be formed and expected to raise approximately $10,000.  The city will probably need to draft a contract for the liability/cost issues with the dog with Officer Verges.

Chief Sonntag explained to the committee that a new ordinance needs to be formulated to address the fines and forfeitures for the city.  Currently, the expenses exceed the fines being charged.  Costs go everywhere but here.  Jay Reinke made the motion and Mark Chrouser seconded that the Chief and Mary Willett would bring a new fine and forfeitures ordinance for the city code violations before the full council at the September meeting.  The motion passed with all ayes.

Fire Chief Jim Pisca and City Attorney Bruce Marshall worked together to prepare a reply to the townships on fire protection issues.  

The sale of the old squad car will be handled by Action Associates.  $500 is the considered the best offer.  The car will e cleaned one last time:  Action Associates gets a 7.5% commission if the car is already detailed, 8.5% is it is not.

Fire Chief Pisca was absent, so no update was given on the Fire Department fleet condition.

All of David’s certifications are current and all contingencies are in effect.

Chief Sonntag is researching new software options for his department.  The current software increases the amount of time devoted to records management.  David is researching grant opportunities with the County and Park Falls.

Currently, the department is #7 on the list for $25,000 in grants from OJA.  These funds would pay for a Mobile Data Computer (MDC) to be used in the squad cars and can print out traffic accident reports.

The Chief said that he currently has 900 hours in overtime and would like to add a part-time administrative person for phone, filing, court filing, and reports. The committee directed Chief Sonntag to write it up and present it as a possibility for the next year’s budget.

Jay moved and Mark seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:32 PM.  Carried.

__________________________

Mary M. Willett


City Clerk-Treasurer

