City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

City Hall, Council Room

 Thursday, February 9, 2006 at 5:30 PM

Mayor Joseph S. Boho

Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag (Police Lt. Sharon Verges), Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Joseph S. Boho____

3. Public Comments

4. Approval of December 29, 2005 minutes
Discussion/Action items:

1. Update on Police Department.
2. Update on Fire Department.
3. Volunteer administrative help update.
4. Stop/Yield signs by North and South Airport Road

5. Response to townships on Fire Department questions/ Department of Commerce contact regarding fire contract.
6. Lt. Verges Salary discussion

7. Canine discussion
8. 2007 Fire Hall Appropriation request update

9. Snowmobile trail route/ review update 

Adjournment

                                                                                      Approved: Mark Chrouser
Public Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2006

At 5:32 P.M., the Public Safety Committee was called to order by Chair Mark Chrouser in the Council Room of the Municipal Building. Jay Reinke was the other committee member present.  Lt. Sharon Verges, Fire Chief Jim Pisca, Jeff Fahl, and Clerk Mary Willett were also in attendance.

There were no public comments.

Jay motioned for acceptance of the December 29, 2005 meeting minutes as presented.  Mark Chrouser seconded.  Carried.

Lt. Verges gave a department update.  There were 46 incidents in the past month.  Ordering for grant items and schooling have been lined up.  The downtown burglary investigation is ongoing, and the arsonist arrest was continued following a re-wording of the documents for the judge.

The Fire Department has been very busy.  There have been two major fires – downtown & Westwood.  The Fire Marshall and the Insurance carriers gave our department a “pat on the back”.  Chief Pisca is still writing reports for the Westwood fire.  The cause may have been electrical – similar to the other two minor fires, which have occurred in the recent past.  

The Fire Department has been updating personal protective stuff.  Still working on new truck.  (There have been many positive comments on the new truck.)  There are constant repairs with every incidence – pagers, nozzles, etc.  

Mick Peterson just completed a thorough inspection of the Towns and the City.  Dave Bruflat from the State of Wisconsin Department of Commerce District 1 Safety and Buildings Division will be coming in.  The State is doing more auditing of departments.  The auditing is part of the 2% that the City receives for the Fire Dues from the State. There is new legislation regarding access for electrical and heating.  
The Fire Department is working on a bylaw change regarding residency and the distance firemen may live from the City limits.  The Department will probably use a 5 mile limit.  New recruits wanting to join the Department will have to show they are devoted.

The Fire Department has better working relations with the Price County Emergency Coordinator, Jeff Hein.  He has been working with the Department on communications and grant possibilities through Emergency Government.

Mark Chrouser brought forward a possible proposal to change the stop sign to a yield sign on Airport Road as it comes south from MarquipWardUnited, before the turn to the right at the T intersection.  In discussions, it was noted that named and lettered streets have stop signs not yield signs.   Yields are on all private driveways.  The snowmobile route also crosses there, and the traffic to Highway 13 from the Industrial Park and Plastics Custom II comes up from the South to the stop sign on the south side.  It may be difficult for this traffic to turn on to Highway 13, especially during shift change – if the traffic coming from MarquipWardUnited has a “yield” and not a stop sign. 

Motion by Jay Reinke to recommend to the Mayor that salary discussions of Lt. Sharon Verges’ contract be taken to closed session of the Common Council.  Second by Mark Chrouser.  Carried.

Lt. Sharon Verges introduced a Memorandum of Understanding for consideration regarding the canine she owns which is trained for police activities.  Mr. Chrouser made a motion to bring forward a revised contract for consideration.  Jay Reinke seconded.  Carried.

A discussion regarding the speed limits on the snowmobile trails closed the committee.

Mr. Reinke moved for adjournment. Mr. Chrouser seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:08 P.M.

Mary M. Willett
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