City of Phillips

Public Safety Committee

 Council Room, Municipal Hall
 Thursday, March 30, 2006 at 5:15 PM

Mayor Joseph S. Boho

Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Joseph S. Boho____

3. Public Comments

4. Approval of minutes of February 9, 2006.

Discussion/Action items
1. Street parking on Chestnut – Chuck Peterson 
2. Update on Police Department.
3. Skate park status, rules, regulations, fines and safety concerns/liability.

4. Replacement of 1994 sedan squad car

5. Update of Canine program
6. Update on volunteer administrative help.
7. County equipment – Exercise room area

8. Update on Fire Department

9. Response to townships on Fire Department questions.
Adjournment

Meeting Minutes

Public Safety Committee

March 30, 2006

Chair Chrouser called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.    

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Committee members Jay Reinke and Elvis Presley were present.  Additionally Chief David Sonntag, Lt. Sharon Verges, Fire Chief Jim Pisca and Clerk Mary Willett were in attendance.

Reinke/Chrouser motioned approval of the February 9, 2006 meeting minutes.  Carried.

Parking on Chestnut Street between Eyder Avenue and Beebe Street was discussed from several different vantage points:  no parking on Monday –Friday from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., no parking on the north side of the street, parking by permit only, emergency vehicles and snowplows.  Chief Sonntag expressed idea of looking at all of the narrow streets which may pose the same hazards.  People are parking right up to the edge of the driveways. The county overflow parking could park on the north side of the Municipal Hall parking lot.  It was agreed that the suggestions should be taken to the full Council.
Tuesday March 28th, the Department received a state grant for the camera for the interview room.  The system meets the state regulations for children interviews.  Any felony arrest needs a taped interview.  There is a bill going forward to the Governor stipulating “digital” recording.  With the nice weather, the department is up to 3 pages of reports on activities.

Chair Chrouser has spoken with Pam Toelle about the skate park.  The gentleman who used to build and repair ramps in the skate park is no longer assisting.  Pam told Mr. Chrouser that 2 pipes for ramps needed to be replaced, and she will have this done out of her own pocket.  The equipment is being checked out to see how it weathered the winter.  Pam Toelle will be reminded to get the park cleaned up.  Chief Sonntag is concerned about the shovels used on ramps for snow removal.  
Mark Chrouser spoke regarding the rules for the skate park.  The rules were agreed upon last year.  The rules were reviewed and will be printed up and placed in the park, as noted below:
Welcome to the Phillips Skate Park
For your safety and enjoyment please observe the following rules:

· Open hours are from 8:00 a.m. until dusk.
· This park is for skateboarders, inline skaters and BMX bikers only.
· This park is recommended for individuals ages 6 and above.
· Proper use of protective gear, such a helmet, elbow and knee pads is required.
· Skate and bike at your own risk.
· Spectators are to remain in viewing area only.
· No fighting, bullying, or other violence.  Be considerate and aware of others.
· No littering.  Help keep your skate park clean.
· No excessive, loud music or use of loud or vulgar language.
· Alcohol, tobacco, and drugs are prohibited.

· Being under the influence of alcohol or drugs is not allowed while in the park.
· No graffiti or stickers will be tolerated.
· No movable obstacle or materials (ramps, jumps, wood) are allowed in the park.
· Failure to obey park rules may result in temporary or permanent closure of the park, or may result in fines up to $200.00
Currently there is a little over $12,000 in the squad car savings account.  There is a fully loaded Crown Victoria 2001 with a new light bar and all new equipment.  There is $5,500 worth of brand new equipment included on the vehicle. The car is $8,500 as is.  It has been an exhibit showroom car, and as such has been driven around as a demo.  The miles are highway miles.  The City has a radio system that can be put in it.  Dave would like to go and see it.
The City received $1,200 for the old car.  This money went into the squad car savings account.  Chief Sonntag noted that no funds have been budgeted to the squad car fund for the past six years.  

Elvis Presley asked the cost of a reconditioned squad.  Chief Sonntag said that it would be about $8- 9,000 just as the showroom car is, but it would not have any equipment on it at all.   The Chief will continue to check out options for replacement of the car.
The Canine program is scheduled to be on the City Council agenda.  Lt. Verges said she will cover the issue at the April 11, 2006 Council meeting.

Frank Crepinsek’s daughter has been coming in and volunteering her time and helping with data entry and paperwork updates for a couple hours per week.  Some of this work is getting caught up.  Jay Reinke also has a possibility for some assistance for the police department.
The police department has set up an exercise area set up in a reorganized area of the Range Room in the Municipal Hall.  The Price County Sheriff’s department is willing to bring their exercise equipment over here - while maintaining the ownership – for officers’ exercise use.  Reinke/Chrouser motioned to recommend to the City Council at the April 11, 2006 meeting to accept the equipment from the Price County Sheriff’s Department.  Motion carried.

Chief Pisca said there have been a few fires, and a rash of mutual aid fires.

Chief Pisca is applying for a fire grant for an air compressor system.  Currently the department has a cascade system which is filled in Park Falls and Wausau.  This system would satisfy the City’s needs and help the surrounding area needs.  The grant request will be for approximately $27,000.  The grant is due April 7, 2006.
The Phillips newspaper, The Bee, did nice public relations for the fire department and Birch Island in the article about the game feed and the proceeds which went to the fire department last year, and will go to the VFW this year.

The Chief noted that Merrill’s bridge on Hwy W will present a challenge for the fire department if there is a fire out there (10-11 miles out W).

Chief Pisca and Clerk Willett explained the survey process and how the northern Wisconsin volunteer fire departments will be contacted and what will be generally requested.  The Department of Commerce fire liaison, Dave Bruflat, has been assisting Mary Willett with the contact information for the fire departments.

Reinke/Chrouser motioned adjournment.  Meeting closed at 6:02 P.M.

Mary M. Willett, City Clerk Tresurer
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