City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

To Be Held in the Council Room

 Thursday, June 29, 2006 at 5:30 PM

Mayor: Jeffrey Fahl
Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Jeffrey Fahl ____

3. Public Comments
4. Set next meeting date.  Thursday 27 July, 2006; 5:30 p.m.?

5. Approval of minutes of previous meeting.

Discussion/Action items:
      1.    Lake Avenue petition regarding Hilgy’s

2.  Update on Fire Department.

3.  Response to townships on Fire Department questions.

4. Update on Police Department.
5. Update on Canine program.

6. Update on 2nd squad replacement.

7. Resignation and re-hire of Police department Lieutenant
Adjournment.
Meeting Minutes

Public Safety Committee

June 29, 2006

Chair Chrouser called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Committee members present:  Jayson Reinke and Elvis Presley.  Mayor Fahl, Chief Sonntag, Chief Pisca and Clerk Mary Willett also attended.  Citizen Milt Neuhauser attended.

The next meeting was set for Thursday July 27th at 5:30 PM.

A full discussion ensued regarding the location of the liquid petroleum business, Hilgy’s.  Real and perceived safety concerns were discussed.  Milt Neuhauser presented the history of the site and the business as he remembers.  
Evacuation plans, fences, zoning and procedures were discussed.  Mayor Fahl will follow up with the City Attorney regarding issues pertaining to liquid petroleum and Hilgy’s.

Chief Pisca said he has not heard anything regarding the federal grant application.  Dave Bruflat from Department of Commerce contacted Jim and gave him information regarding the 2% funding return from the state to local municipalities and how it is to be utilized.  Mr. Pisca stated these funds used to go directly to the fire departments.  Mr. Pisca recapped the Phillips Chamber Meeting discussion regarding the fireworks’ display location.  He explained that the City beach is not usable since it is located in the flight path for the Phillips’ Airport and the cemeteries must be protected.
Chief Sonntag noted that there was some misinformation at the Council meeting.  He stated that the City was never meant to have ownership of the dog.

The Police Department has been extremely active with routine calls, one search warrant, one drug house, one group of thefts near the north trailer park and the department has been working with the FBI on a case where arrests have already been made.  The department is working with other investigations regarding items of evidence that have been released from the John Weber cases  - as many as five other cases may be impacted.
The second squad was purchased for $7,500, as projected.  It has $6,700 worth of equipment on it.  Local dealerships have contacted Council members regarding the purchase of this car.  The dealerships have let the members know they could out searches out in the future.  Chief noted that we were looking specifically for used squads and not new.

Lt. Sharon Verges will be leaving the department on July 14th.  All formalities with the relationship with Lt. Verges as an employee will be concluded on the 14th.  Chief Sonntag said all the cases will be cleaned up so nothing is hanging.  Caseloads will be reassigned.  

Reinke/Presley motioned to recommend to Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee and Council that Chief Sonntag be authorized to post the Lieutenant position and part-time officer positions.  Carried.
Presley/Reinke motioned to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 7:03 PM.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer
PAGE  
1

