City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

To Be Held in the Council Room

 Thursday, July 27, 2006 at 5:30 PM

Mayor: Jeffrey Fahl
Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Jeffrey Fahl ____

3. Public Comments
4. Set next meeting date.  Thursday 24 August, 2006 5:30 p.m.
5. Approval of minutes of previous meetings.
Discussion/Action items:

1. Update on Fire Department.

2. Response to townships on Fire Department questions.

3. Storage of Police Department Vehicles – addressing winter weather

4. Update on Police Department.
5. Re-hire of Police department Lieutenant
6. Shaw Street/Hwy 100 and County F speed concerns.

Adjournment.
Meeting Minutes

Public Safety

July 27, 2006

Committee Chair Mark Chrouser called the meeting of the Phillips’ Public Safety to order at 5:30 P.M.  

Present:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, Elvis Presley, Mayor Jeffrey Fahl, Chief David Sonntag Fire Chief Jim Pisca, Ken Matsick and Clerk Mary Willett.

Reinke/Presley motioned to approve the minutes of the previous meetings of May 25, 2006 and June 29th, 2006.  Carried.

Chief Pisca reported on the radio grant the department has received.  Two radio companies are vying for the business.  6 portable and 3 mobile radios are specified to be purchased with a total possible up front cost of $12,567.00.  Possible total reimbursement of $9,425.00 and possible actual cost to the budget of $3,141.00 is projected. Chief feels the costs will come in lower than the possible projected. For implementation of the grant, the City needs to fully pay for the radios and then be reimbursed.  Chief would like permission to use the Fire Truck Savings Account and then repay from the 2007 budget, the monies used.  Presley/Reinke motioned to take the proposal to the full City Council for approval the use of the Fire Truck Savings account funds for radio purchase.  Carried.
The Radio grant will provide funding for radios which will eliminate the use of all of the lower channels and provide MARC programming paying 75% of the cost.  Additional radios will be reprogrammed.

The fire department budget study results will be shared, in detail, with the townships when the results are tallied.

The Police Department has a need to secure the vehicles in temperatures that are not too cold or too hot.  There is $30,000 to $48,000 worth of equipment in the vehicles with the installation of the new computers and the other inventory.  Storage needs for the City, including the Public Works Department, were discussed in detail.  A plan to add vehicle storage space between the Municipal Hall and the Public Works Facility was discussed.  Reinke/Chrouser motioned that in cold weather, the weddings/receptions/dances/events need to move the beer inside near the corridor to the Boiler Room rather than using the Bay so that the Bay can hold the squad cars.  Carried.

Currently, Chief Sonntag has received 15 applicants for the part-time position and 9 for the Lt. position.  The deadline for applying is August 18th.  The interview/hiring process for the positions was reviewed.
Chief Sonntag reviewed his repot for the Feds for current law enforcement activity.  There were no cocaine/meth incidents.  Prescription drugs are the main abuse right now.  There were 9 arrests in the last 3 weeks for prescription drug incidents.  There were two recent arrests involved the theft of property from Marquip Ward United.  $1400-$1600 in stolen tools and equipment have been 100% recovered.

The track phone case that the department discovered has resulted in two more arrests by the FBI.

The Shaw Street/Highway 100 and County F speed concerns were addressed.  The radar gun is working well there – has the desired effect.
Shaw Street is the most protected street in the City.  The perception by the citizens, who live along the street, is that there is always speeding through there.  When the department asks for specific cars or times, no feedback is received.  Are the cars speeding or is it the perception of speeding?  Officers have sat along the street, the speed sign has been used numerous times.  Ideas proffered:  three way stop in the middle area by Town Line Road?  Committee and Department are on the same page – safe speeds and safe usage of the streets are the desired outcomes but it was informally agreed that the complaints may be over-exaggerated.

Presley/Reinke motioned to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:24 P.M.

Mary M. Willett
City Clerk-Treasurer
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