City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

To Be Held in the Council Room

 Thursday, July 27, 2006 at 5:30 PM

Mayor: Jeffrey Fahl
Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Jeffrey Fahl ____

3. Public Comments
4. Set next meeting date.  Thursday 24 August, 2006 5:30 p.m.
5. Approval of minutes of previous meetings.
Discussion/Action items:

1. Update on Fire Department.

2. Response to townships on Fire Department questions.

3. Storage of Police Department Vehicles – addressing winter weather

4. Update on Police Department.
5. Re-hire of Police department Lieutenant
6. Shaw Street/Hwy 100 and County F speed concerns.

Adjournment.
Meeting Minutes

Public Safety

July 27, 2006

The meeting of the Public Safety Committee was called to order by Chair Chrouser at 5:30 PM, July 27, 2006 in the Council Room of Municipal Hall.

Those present included:  Committee members Jay Reinke and Elvis Presley, Mayor Jeff Fahl, Chiefs Sonntag and Pisca, and Clerk Willett.

The next meeting of the committee was set for Thursday August 24, 2006 at 5:30 PM.

Reinke/Presley motioned approval of the Public Safety Minutes from the May 25th and June 29, 2006 meetings.  Carried.

The Radio Grant came through.  All of the lower channels will be eliminated.  MARC program will prevail.  New radios will be covered by the grant by 75% of the cost. Two radio companies are vying for the business.  A high estimate would be $7,686.00 for 6 portable and $4,881.00 for 3 mobile units.  The possible upfront cost is $12,567.00 with a possible reimbursement of $9,425.00.  The costs will probably come in lower.  This will change the structure of programming.  The Fire Department is looking at an approximate cost of $675 per radio to reprogram to the new programming.  $472.00 of the cost will be covered by the grant.  Chief Pisca is looking for approval to borrow the $12,567 up front cost and then pay back the portion covered by the grant.  $3,141.00 can repay from the 2007 budget.  Presley/Reinke motioned to recommend to Council to approve the use of the funds from the Fire Truck Savings account for the up front money for the radio and radio related costs, to be reimbursed back 75% from the grant.  Approved.

Township Fire Department questions have been postponed until the survey of the Northern Wisconsin Volunteer Fire Departments is completed and analyzed.

$38,000 - $48,000 worth of equipment is contained in the department squad cars.  The vehicles need to be secured.  
Reinke/Chrouser motioned to rearrange the beer wagon and bar inside during cold weather for events so the bay can hold the squads.  Carried.

Long-term the police department needs to analyze needs and analyze how car storage could best effectively be designed off the back of the building and going from their driving “pad”.  Vehicle storage needs may be analyzed for the Public Works Department across the street with an emphasis on OSHA and proper safety concerns.

The Police Department has been busy and running tight.  Applications continue to come in.  Currently there are 9 applicants for Lt. and 15 for the part-time. Dave is intending to process the applications and bring his prioritized recommendations to Council before beginning the interviewing process.
During the 4th of July there were a few glitches which were ironed out immediately.  CERT did a good job in their assistance with the traffic.  Chief reviewed his recent report filed with the Federal Government:  there were no cocaine/meth cases.  Prescription drugs are the main abuse problem witnessed in the City right now.  There have been 9 arrests in the past 3 weeks.

2 more arrests have been made in the case with the FBI and track phones.  There were two charged with theft in a case involving Marquip, and all of the goods were recovered.

Speed concerns on Hwy 100 and Shaw Street were discussed at length.  Overall, the concerns have been exaggerated. Officers have sat, the speed sign has been displayed, and citizens living in the area have been interviewed.  Citizens have been asked to give the department feedback on a specific time period, description of vehicles, etc.  No specific feedback has been received. A three way stop in the middle of the area was discussed.  

Presley/Reinke motioned for adjournment.  Meeting adjourned at 6:24 PM.

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer
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