City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

Municipal Hall, Council Room

174 S Eyder Avenue

 Wednesday  September 5, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.
Mayor: Jeffrey Fahl
Committee members:  Laddy Hlavacek, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Laddy Hlavacek ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Jeffrey Fahl ____

3. Public Comments
4. Set next meeting date.
5. Approval of minutes of August 1, 2007 meeting.
Discussion/Action items:
1. Extrication equipment update.

2. Resolution #1087 - Local Citizen control over Police & Fire Personnel Issues
3. Review/discussion City Ordinance updates 
· Public Nuisances

· Abatement of Nuisances
· Code Enforcement Update
4. Fire Department Updates/ 2007  Budget
5. Police Department Updates/ 2007 Budget
Adjournment
Meeting Minutes

Public Safety Committee

September 5, 2007

Laddy Hlavacek call the meeting of the Phillips’ Public Safety Meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  Also present at the meeting were:  Jay Reinke, Elvis Presley, Mayor Fahl, David Sonntag, Frank Crepinsek, Jim Pisca, Patti Wenzel, and Mary Willett.

The next meeting of the Phillips’ Safety Committee was set for October 3, 2007 at 5:30 p.m.

Reinke/Presley motioned to approve the minutes as presented of the August 1, 2007 pubic safety meeting.  Carried.

The Ad Hoc Committee regarding the extrication equipment will be meeting this month.  Marge Brzeskiewicz has returned home from fighting the fires out west.

Chief Sonntag briefed the committee on the police & fire personnel legislation and the need to bring forward a resolution from the City.  Reinke/Presley motioned to make a recommendation to the full council with changes to the resolution to fit the City of Phillips. Carried.

The Committee reviewed the public nuisance and abatement of nuisances and the code enforcement  updates for the ordinances.  

Fire Chief Pisca said that he is protesting and lobbying for the department’s issues:  fire dues, 911 calls and the cost for responding to accidents and not being able to charge to cover even the department’s costs.  While working on the budget – a new item – workman’s comp – has never been a budgetary issue before this year.  $2,500 in workman’s comp fees so far have been a budgetary surprise.  Clerk Willett explained that when the requests came through the WI DWD was contacted and the City asked if the fees were relevant.  WI DWD informed the City that we must pay volunteer firemen who file for unemployment when the volunteer firemen file when laid off from their full time work.  Safety and overall training is eating up the fire department budget.  The SCBA and CBRN requirements are set by the NFPA – it is nice to be safe but the cost is very high for compliance.  Chief has written for several grants.  Clerk Willett passed on the opinion from a few nonprofit funding groups that they would like to see the department have a fundraiser yearly and they would be more willing to entertain funding requests.

Chief Pisca left the meeting at 7:02 p.m. for another commitment.

Chief Sonntag said he is working on the 2008 budget and also is working on a proposal for the union.  In August there were 101 calls for service, 64 criminal and traffic complaints.  Overall, the City of Phillips has a very high resolution rate with police activities. Service calls are up – the department is focusing on help & service calls.

Since Frank Crepinsek has been the code enforcement officer, the City of Phillips has experienced a very high ratio of response for cleaning up abandoned vehicles, junk, high grass, snow and ice removal and obnoxious weeds.  In 2006 there were 58 calls for abandoned vehicle and junk and 14 snow removal requests.  So far in 2007, there have been 20.  The pests, rodents, and crime rate have decreased.  Tomahawk, Shawano and Rhinelander are looking at the City of Phillips’ efforts to replicate them.  Letters were sent out for 13 buildings that are blighted for fix, correct or raze – all owners are working with Officer Crepinsek.

Reinke/Presley motioned to adjourn.  Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
Mary M. Willett
City Clerk-Treasurer
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